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October 30, 2022 

Bangladesh Film Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The fourth Bangladesh Film Festival was inaugurated on 29 October 2022 in Kolkata. 

The five day long festival is showcasing 37 popular Bangladeshi films including four 

documentaries and eight short films.  

 Some of the most popular and critically acclaimed films like Hawa , Poran , Gunin , Hridita , 

among others will be screened during the festival. The festival will conclude on November 2. 

 

Fire and Fury Corps: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In Srinagar , a Strategic Conclave was held at Fire and Fury Corps on 30 October 2022. It 

was presided over by Lt Gen Upendra Dwivedi , GOC - in - C Northern Command.  

 The conclave was held to analyse shifting geopolitical equations in the world in general and 

our neighborhood in particular.  

 It deliberated on a multitude of issues , at all levels , to develop a comprehensive 

understanding. 
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Disaster & pandemic management: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Odisha Government has announced the introduction of disaster & pandemic 

management in the educational curricula of students from Class 4 to Graduation levels. 

This will help Odisha in preparing Disaster Management Yodhas in every village and 

household.  

 Odisha observes Disaster Preparedness Day on 29th October every year to remember the 

1999 super cyclone which killed about 10,000 people in the State. 
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Lord Shiva statue: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-2/5) 

 The world's tallest Lord Shiva statue at 369 feet in Rajasthan was opened for darshan of 

devotees.  

 Chief minister Ashok Khelat, spiritual teacher Morari Babu and assembly president C.P. Joshi 

inaugurated the huge idol installed on a hill in Nadwara town of Rajsamand district. 
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Trilateral Navy exercise: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India has held its first - ever trilateral Navy exercise with Africa as part of initiatives to 

expand defence partnership with the continent.  

 Trilateral exercise comprising Navies of India , Tanzania & Mozambique was held at Dar Es 

Salaam , Tanzania from 27th to 29th October 2022.  

 Indian Navy was represented by the guided missile frigate , INS Tarkash , a Chetak helicopter 

and MARCOS ( Special Forces ). 

 

”Yudh Abhyas”: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Indian and US militaries to conduct the battalion-level “Yudh Abhyas” exercise between 

15th November 2022 to 2nd December 2022.  

 The Yudh Abhyas will be held at Auli in Uttarakhand which from just 100 km from the Line 

of Actual Control (LAC).  

 The member countries of the “Quad” will conduct the Malabar exercise off Yokosuka in 

Japan between 8th November 2022 to 18th November 2022.  

 The “Quad” member countries include India, Australia, Japan, and the US. The Quad has 

declared that it would “deter” any “coercion” in the Indo-Pacific. “Yudh Abhyas” will include 

high-altitude warfare drills. 
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World Psoriasis Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 World Psoriasis Day is observed every year on October 29th to make the general public aware 

of the important facts related to psoriasis and this disease and its treatment.  

 In the year 2022, World Psoriasis Day is being observed with the theme of “Unloading 

Psoriatic Disease”. 
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FIFA & AIFF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan signed an MoU in Mumbai on 30th 

Oct 2022 with FIFA(Fédération Internationale de Football Association) and All India 

Football Federation ( AIFF ) for the ' Football4Schools ' initiative in India.  

 ' Football4Schools ' aims to empower 25 million young boys and girls in India through sports 

- integrated learning.  

 FIFA HQ : Zürich , Switzerland. FIFA President : Gianni Infantino. AIFF President : Kalyan 

Chaubey. 
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Sultan of Johor Cup: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Indian Under 21 men's hockey team defeated Australia in the final match to win the 

Sultan of Johor Cup 2022 in Malaysia on 29th October. This is the third time India has 

won the Sultan of Johor Cup. 

 India's previous two titles came in 2013 and 2014. India's Sudeep Chirmako was named the 

Player of the Match. A total of six teams competed for the title. Sultan of Johor Cup first 

edition : 2011. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Explosive Affair: 

 With investigators finding tell-tale signs of a terror plot having gone awry, post Sunday’s 

predawn car blast near a temple in communally-fragile Coimbatore, the incident, unless 

tackled professionally with sensitivity, holds the potential of escalating existing tensions on 

the law and order and political fronts.  
 Information that the car’s driver and suspected mastermind, who was charred, Jameesha 

Mubin, was briefly under the National Investigation Agency (NIA) radar, would certainly call 

into question the capabilities of the intelligence apparatus in sensing and forestalling a terror 

plot. 

 It is sheer providence that an LPG cylinder in the car exploded, as preliminary investigation 

suggests, before Mubin could strike terror. What cannot be overlooked is that the incident 

came against the backdrop of serial Molotov cocktail attacks last month, targeting properties 

of right-wing outfits and their office-bearers in the wake of the nationwide ban on the Popular 

Front of India.  

 To the credit of the police force, the larger design was unravelled and the suspected plotters 

unmasked in less than 24 hours. That half a dozen suspects have been arrested bears 

testimony to their investigation skills.  

 Despite the police’s commendable post-blast action, realising the gravity and political 

ramifications of the issue at hand, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin did the right thing 

in recommending that the NIA take over the probe.Governor R.N. Ravi, a former IPS officer, 

has questioned the four-day delay in calling the NIA.  

 However, that is a matter of perspective and individual assessment of the ground situation. 

Politically, this has thrown up some challenges for Mr. Stalin. He has to delicately balance the 

duty of taking along the minorities and the administrative need to uncompromisingly deal 

with fundamentalists, who propagate violence as an answer to political problems.  
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 In this he would require the support of constituent parties of the DMK-led Secular 

Progressive Alliance, which should acknowledge the need for such balance. The DMK, as 

such, faces criticism of being soft on terror, due to the 1998 Coimbatore serial blasts, though 

Tamil Nadu has seen the fangs of terror during the AIADMK regime too (1993 RSS office 

blast). 

 He also has to combat attempts trying to stoke communal passions and driving religious 

polarisation using this incident as a springboard. The BJP has seized upon the issue with a 

section of its leaders calling for a Coimbatore bandh on October 31 to put the heat on the 

government and consolidate itself politically. 

 What is needed, though, is for the NIA and the government to deal with the plotters firmly 

while not providing scope for communalising and politicising terrorism. 

A bird in the hand: 

 Of all the social media behemoths today, Twitter, Inc. is a curious creature. It has nearly 240 

million “daily access” users, which includes political and corporate leaders besides 

personalities who command an immense following.  

 Twitter’s unique selling point is its provision to not only put up 280-character messages but 

also be a platform featuring the dissemination of information, as breaking news, debates, 

discussion and even for the mobilisation of people.  

 Yet, financially, Twitter has posted losses in eight out of the last 10 years, with its market 

value never managing to reach the heights of peers such as Meta’s Facebook and Instagram or 

even Tiktok.  

 By selling the company to the world’s richest man, Elon Musk, for a whopping $44 billion 

after a few shenanigans, Twitter’s shareholders finally made a killing even as Mr. Musk, in 

his first post-acquisition actions, fired some top executives. But the question on everyone’s 

minds is about what might happen to the platform as a free speech vehicle under a truly 

maverick owner.  

 Mr. Musk, who has made most of his money as the owner of electric vehicle company Tesla 

and spacecraft and exploration venture SpaceX, could provide business ideas that could 

secure the firm’s finances.  

 Yet, as a Twitter user with the third highest number of followers, he has been prone to erratic 

outbursts, silly posturing and crass remarks, and frowning upon regulation by the company of 

its content in the past, begging the question whether the ownership change will lead to a 

deterioration in content standards.  
 Twitter, like other social media giants, has faced difficulties in ridding its platform of 

disinformation, harassment through trolling, hate speech and calls for violence. Recently, it 

blocked former U.S. President Donald Trump, a popular yet incendiary user, and started 

flagging select posts for misleading content or propaganda.  

 For Indian users, the aforementioned challenges have been exacerbated by the Government 

seeking ways to control content, a scarier proposition, through changes to Internet 

intermediary rules.  

 While Mr. Musk has argued for a freer space with little regulation, he has, since his purchase, 

tempered those views in favour of better and cleaner moderation of content, ostensibly to not 

lose advertisers wary of lending their brand to problematic content.  

 While it remains to be seen if this is merely yet another instance of Mr. Musk’s posturing, the 

larger question of whether Twitter will remain a relevant brand will be answered in the 

manner in which the world’s richest man will treat governments and establishments in 
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keeping reasonable and free speech intact on the platform and not subsume it to his business 

interests. 
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