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October 29, 2022 

C-295MW: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 PM Narendra Modi will lay the foundation stone of a C - 295MW transport aircraft 

manufacturing project for the Indian Air Force ( IAF ) at Vadodara in Gujarat on 

October 30 , 2022.  

 This is the first project of its kind in which a military aircraft will be manufactured in India by 

a private company. It can be used for civilian purposes also. It aircraft will replace the ageing 

Avro aircraft of IAF. 

 

SAIL & AAI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Steel Authority of India Limited , SAIL and the Airport Authority of India , AAI 

have signed an Operation and Management agreement to facilitate commercial 

operations from Rourkela in Odisha.  

 The Ministry of Civil Aviation has provided financial support for the up - gradation of this 

airport. The government of Odisha will provide the security , fire , and ambulance services. 
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Malabar Gold & Diamonds: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Retail jewellery major Malabar Gold & Diamonds has become the first jeweller in India 

to import 25kg gold under the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement ( 

CEPA ) between India & the UAE.  

 The gold has been imported through ICICI Bank. The CEPA between India and the UAE 

came into effect on May 1 , 2022. Besides UAE , India has signed CEPAS with South Korea 

and Japan. 
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' Saras Food Festival - 2022 ': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Union MoS for Rural Development Faggan Singh Kulaste on 28th October inaugurated 

the ' Saras Food Festival - 2022 ' in New Delhi. Organized by : Union Ministry of Rural 

Development from 28th Oct to 10th Nov 2022.  

 About 150 women entrepreneurs and members of self - help groups from 18 states are 

participating in this event. Saras Food Festival is a unique example of women's 

empowerment. 

 

Xiaomi: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi has shut down its financial services business in India 

, four years after its launch.  

 The company's Mi Pay app , which allowed users to make bill payments and money transfers 

, is no longer listed on the National Payments Corporation of India's ( NPCI ) website. In 

India, Xiaomi has been subject to govt probes for allegedly dodging tax regulators. 
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Cyber intelligence unit: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Maharashtra's Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis has announced that a 

dedicated cyber intelligence unit will be set up in the state to curb cyber and financial 

crime.  

 It will be created using advanced technology. This single platform will ensure a speedy 

response to any cyber or financial crime. 
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Chenab White Water Rafting Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 To promote adventure tourism round the year in Doda district , district administration 

started Chenab White Water Rafting Festival under ' Back to Village Phase - 4 '.  

 The festival was inaugurated by Deputy Commissioner Doda Vishesh Paul Mahajan and SSP 

Doda Abdul Qayoom at Shibnote , J & K. More than 1,000 people attended the event and 

about 200 participated in the Rafting trip and ATB Ride. 
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TPF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The US - India Trade Policy Forum ( TPF ) has been postponed for early 2023. The 

Trade Policy Forum is a premier forum to resolve trade and investment issues between 

India and the US.  

 It has five focus groups: Agriculture , Investment , Innovation and Creativity ( intellectual 

property rights ) , Services , and Tariff and Non - Tariff Barriers. Last TPF was held in New 

Delhi. 
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NSDCI & Perdaman: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 NSDC International ( NSDCI ) and Perdaman have partnered to create an interface 

between Indian skilled youth and market opportunities in Australia. NSDCI plays role 

in steering national and international partnerships for overseas employment.  

 Perdaman is a multinational group based in Western Australia with a long - standing track 

record in involvement within a diverse range of markets. 
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AISF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Dr Srivari Chandrasekhar , Secretary , Department of Science and Technology , 

inaugurated the 1st ASEAN - India Start - up Festival ( AISF ) on 27th October 2022 in 

Bogor , Indonesia.  

 The 4 - day event is part of the over - all ASEAN - India Science , Technology and 

Innovation Cooperation program. It will strengthen the collaboration in science , technology 

& innovation between the ASEAN countries & India. 
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IAF & FASF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Indian Air Force ( IAF ) and French Air and Space Force ( FASF ) are participating in a 

bilateral exercise named ' Garuda ' from 26th Oct to 12th Nov 2022 at Air Force Station 

Jodhpur.  

 This is the seventh edition of the ' Garuda ' air exercise jointly carried out by India and 

France. The first , third and fifth editions of this exercise were conducted in India in 2003 , 

2006 and 2014 , respectively. 
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World Stroke Day : 29th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Every year World Stroke Day is observed on October 29th to emphasize the serious 

nature and high rates of stroke. It is also observed to raise awareness of the prevention 

& treatments of strokes. 

 It was started in 2006 by the World Stroke Organization ( WSO ). WSO declared stroke a 

public health emergency in 2010. The average incidence rate of stroke in India is 145 per one 

lakh population. 
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Nobel Prize: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The ambassador of Iran has been excluded from the 2022 Nobel Prize ceremony in 

Stockholm because of " the serious & escalating situation " in the country.  

 Earlier in Oct 2022 , the envoys of Russia & Belarus were also barred from attending the 

ceremony because of the war in Ukraine.  

 The Nobel Prizes are always handed out on December 10 , the anniversary of prize founder 

Alfred Nobel's death in 1896. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Careless threats: 

 Russia’s allegation that Ukraine was planning to launch a so-called dirty bomb shows how 

dramatically the Ukraine conflict has escalated. Russia’s Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu held 

talks with many of his global counterparts, including Rajnath Singh, accusing Ukraine of 

potential “nuclear terrorism”.  

 A dirty bomb is not a nuclear bomb but a conventional explosive device with radioactive 

materials, the explosion of which could turn swathes of land uninhabitable for decades. 

Ukraine and its western backers have rejected the Russian allegations, saying the Russians, 

who have suffered setbacks, are making unfounded claims for a false flag attack.  

 It is difficult to ascertain what is going on behind the fog of a full-scale war, but the talk of 

dirty bombs and nuclear terrorism does not bode well. Ever since the U.S.’s nuclear bombing 

of Japan in 1945, the world has largely treated the nuclear option as taboo. Even in 1962, 
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when the Soviet Union and the U.S. were on the brink of conflict, their leaders managed to 

end the crisis amicably through dialogue.  

 But unfortunately, Vladimir Putin’s threat of using all means available to him to protect his 

country and Joe Biden’s warning of a “nuclear Armageddon” are tantamount to normalising 

the nuclear option in the middle of a conflict that is in an escalatory spiral. What is more 

surprising is that even as the war is steadily deteriorating, there is no conscious effort by any 

side to start a dialogue.  

 Russia says it is ready for talks but has not given any concrete proposals, and its offer for 

talks cannot be trusted, especially after it announced the annexation of four partially 

controlled Ukrainian regions. Ukraine says it will not hold talks with Russia as long as Mr. 

Putin is in power and that it intends to fight till all Ukrainian regions are liberated, including 

Crimea.  

 Ukraine’s western backers say they would continue to support Ukraine’s resistance “as long 

as it takes”. As all sides take maximalist positions, escalation is creating its own dynamic, 

taking the whole world hostage. Eight months of war have already created economic and 

humanitarian disasters.  

 And there are greater fears of a direct conflict between Russia and NATO, two nuclear forces. 

What more do the stakeholders of this war want before they actually begin serious talks? 

They should realise that unchecked escalation with an open possibility of a Russia-NATO war 

would be catastrophic for the whole world.  

 The stakes are higher than their geopolitical goals. The rhetoric on nuclear attacks and 

retaliation should stop immediately and Russia, Ukraine and the West should begin talks to 

end the conflict. The alternative would be cataclysmic. 
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