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October 28, 2022 

SIMBEX: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Indian Navy is hosting the 29th edition of the Singapore - India Maritime Bilateral 

Exercise ( SIMBEX ) from 26-30 October 2022 at Visakhapatnam.  

 SIMBEX - 2022 is being conducted in 2 phases - Harbour Phase at Visakhapatnam from 26 to 

27 October 2022 followed by the Sea Phase in Bay of Bengal from 28 to 30 October.  

 SIMBEX series of exercises began in 1994 and were initially known as Exercise Lion King. 

 

C-295: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Indian multinational conglomerate Tata in partnership with Airbus will manufacture C 

- 295 transport aircraft for the Indian Air Force at Vadodara in Gujarat.  

 This is the first project of its kind in which a military aircraft will be manufactured in India by 

a private company.  

 As part of the contract , 16 aircraft will be delivered in flyaway condition and 40 will be 

manufactured in India. 
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OM: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Scientists at the Indian Institute of Geomagnetism , Mumbai have developed an indigenous 

Overhauser Magnetometer ( OM ). OM is one the most accurate magnetometers 

extensively used by magnetic observatories around the world.  

 It has been installed at Alibag Magnetic Observatory. It will help reduce India's dependence 

on commercial magnetometers for performing geomagnetic field measurements. 

 

A K Goel: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 A K Goel , Managing Director & CEO , Punjab National Bank ( PNB ) , has been re - 

elected as the Chairman of the Indian Banks ' Association ( IBA ) for the term 2022-23. 

Goel was previously elected as IBA's chairman in 2021.  

 Before PNB , Goel was the MD & CEO of UCO Bank. IBA HQ : Mumbai. IBA was set up in 

1946 to look after the interests of the banking industry. Membership of the Association : 237. 

 

SAIL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Steel Authority of India Limited ( SAIL ) has crossed Rs 10,000 crore in Procurement 

Value on Government - e - Marketplace ( GeM ). GeM portal launched : 2016.  

 With this , SAIL has become the 1st Central Public Sector Enterprise to achieve the major 

milestone of procurement through the GeM portal since inception.  

 It is a completely paperless e - marketplace that enables procurement of common - use goods. 
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SAFAL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik on 27th Oct 2022 launched a common credit portal ' 

SAFAL ' for farmers in the state. It is India's 1st online agricultural credit facilitation 

portal.  

 It will enable farmers & agri - entrepreneurs to access over 300 term loan products from more 

than 40 banks.  

 It will also provide the government with complete visibility of demand & disbursal of formal 

credit across the state. 
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Haryana government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Amid an increase in the recent incidents of dog bites and attacks , the Haryana 

government has made the registration of pet dogs mandatory in the state.  

 No person will be allowed keep a dog without a licence and for this , the pet owners will have 

to get themselves registered on the Saral Portal.  

 If a person is found violating the rules , a fine of Rs 5,000 will be imposed. Haryana CM : ML 

Khattar. 

 

GMR Goa International Airport Limited: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Directorate General of Civil Aviation ( DGCA ) has granted aerodrome licence to 

GMR Goa International Airport at Mopa. With this , Goa will now have two airports , 

the other airport is at Dabolim in South Goa.  

 The new airport at Mopa in North Goa has been built by GMR Goa International Airport 

Limited ( GGIAL ) , a subsidiary of GMR Airports Ltd. Goa CM : Pramod Sawant. 

 

Elon Musk: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The world's richest man , Elon Musk , has completed his $ 44bn ( £ 38.1bn ) takeover of 

Twitter. A number of top executives , including CEO Parag Agrawal , have been fired.  

 Twitter , Inc. is an American communications company based in San Francisco , California. 

The company operates the microblogging and social networking service Twitter . It was 

founded on 21 March 2006. 
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12th World Hindi Conference: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Fiji will be hosting the 12th World Hindi Conference next year from Feb 15-17 , 2023. 

With this , Fiji will become the first country in the Pacific to hold the World Hindi 

Conference. The 3 - day conference would be held in the Fijian city of Nadi.  

 External affairs Minister S Jaishankar will lead the Indian delegation for the Conference. 

Fijian Hindi is enshrined in the constitution of Fiji as an official language. 
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OAG: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Indira Gandhi International Airport , New Delhi has emerged as the world's 10th 

busiest airport in October 2022 , according to a report by the UK - based aviation 

analytics firm OAG.  

 Delhi airport has improved its position from 14th place in October 2019 , as per the report. 

Hartsfield - Jackson Atlanta International Airport in the US has emerged as the busiest in the 

world in October 2022. 

 

Shefali Juneja: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Shefali Juneja , India's representative to the International Civil Aviation Organization ( 

ICAO ) , has been elected as the chairperson of UN's specialized aviation agency's Air 

Transport Committee ( ATC ). India has secured this position in ICAO after 28 years.  

 Juneja is also the first woman to represent India in the ICAO. ATC is a committee of the 

ICAO created by the Chicago Convention in 1944. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Going Green: 

 Ensuring sustainable development requires more than good intentions and verbal 

commitments. And yet, commitment is that crucial first step. Tamil Nadu has struck out 

clearly for a future that would be climate conscious, greener, with a series of announcements 

this year — in the form of government orders and via the Budget.  

 Apart from getting the Ramsar Site declaration for a record number of ecological zones as a 

well-planned and implemented initiative, it has also declared its intention to create green 

parks in 100 villages, that would cater to local requirements too.  

 Also proposed are an elephant reserve at Agasthiyarmalai in the south, a dugong conservation 

park in the Palk Bay, a new bird sanctuary at Tiruppur, and establishing India’s first-ever 

wildlife sanctuary for the slender loris in Dindigul and Karur district.  

 While these and similar incremental efforts made possible with political will, if implemented 

well, will lend themselves to a visibly greener landscape, the bolder initiatives have been 

conceptualised within the challenging field of climate change, where conviction is the driver.  

 The recently appointed governing council on Climate Change, which has experts including 

Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Nandan Nilekani and Erik Solheim, for instance, is an example of 

good intent followed by a solid tool to aid implementation.  

 It will provide policy directives to the Climate Change Mission, advise on climate adaptation 

and mitigation activities, provide guidance to the State Action Plan on Climate Change and 

provide strategies for implementation.  

 The setting up of a Green Climate Fund corpus is a further indication of commitment. 

Additionally, a special purpose vehicle, Tamil Nadu Green Climate Company, has been set up 

to advise on managing three important missions — Climate Change, Tamil Nadu Green and 

Wetlands.  
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 But pursuing climate change has not been easy, not now, not ever. As per United Nations 

data, only 26 of 193 countries that agreed to enhance climate change action last year have 

followed up with concrete plans.  

 For, indeed, the challenges are daunting. Environmental evangelism will have to drive these 

projects, so that the passion, urgency and seriousness that the parent institution (Environment 

and Climate Change department), brings to the table are absorbed by other departments.  

 All modern states are beset by challenges in the sectors of energy transition, mobility 

transition and agricultural transition. It is crucial to build capacity capable of fashioning local 

solutions, and ensure that the announcements are all implemented, in a time-bound manner. 

Limits of pleasure: 

 Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan has declared that he is withdrawing his pleasure as 

far as Finance Minister K.N. Balagopal is concerned. He expects constitutionally appropriate 

action by Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.  

 In other words, Mr. Khan wants Mr. Balagopal dismissed for remarks that he sees as 

seditious, undermining national unity and stoking regionalism. However, Mr. Vijayan has 

rejected the demand.  

 It is difficult to agree with the Governor’s assessment that an observation that those who had 

seen only universities in Uttar Pradesh would not understand universities in Kerala is 

seditious or goes against national unity.  

 In normal circumstances, when the Governor conveys his displeasure with a Minister’s 

conduct, it will have considerable persuasive value. However, in the backdrop of the 

unrelenting acrimony between Raj Bhavan and the Cabinet, it may have not evoked any 

serious response.  

 Needless to say, the polite phrase in the Constitution that applies the doctrine of pleasure to a 

Minister’s tenure is nothing more than a reference to the will of the Chief Minister on the 

continuance or dismissal of a member of his ministerial Council.  
 This constitutional position, however, does not mean that the underlying controversy over the 

appointment of Vice-Chancellors to universities in Kerala can be brushed aside. After the 

Supreme Court set aside the appointment made in the A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technological 

University, Thiruvananthapuram, Mr. Khan directed nine other V-Cs to resign, flagging what 

he felt were similar legal infirmities in their appointment.  

 His point was that just as it was in the case before the apex court, these V-Cs too were either 

appointed by the submission of a single name by Search Committees (instead of a panel of 

three to five names, as required under University Grants Commission regulations), or were 

chosen by committees that included the State’s Chief Secretary.  

 The Governor/Chancellor was obviously wrong in fixing a short deadline for their 

resignation, and he subsequently converted the communication into show-cause notices to 

them, asking them to explain why their appointments should not be deemed illegal. It is a 

separate legal question whether the judgment in the case of one V-C is automatically 

applicable to all others.  

 However, given its potential for litigation, the sooner the university statutes in Kerala are 

brought in line with the UGC regulations, the better. However, there is no doubt that 

Governor-Chancellors should not conflate their statutory powers to handle university matters 

with their constitutional role in Raj Bhavan.  

 The tussle makes a good case for why Governors, whose overtly political functioning is an 

uneasy fact of political life, should not be tasked with being Chancellors. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 
 
 

11 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
 

 

 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/

