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Chandrayaan – 3: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Indian Space Research Organisation ( ISRO ) plans to launch Chandrayaan - 3 , its 3rd 

mission to the moon , in June 2023.  

 It will help ISRO in its future interplanetary explorations. ISRO has also lined up the first test 

flight of the ' abort mission for Gaganyaan , the country's 1st human spaceflight , in 2023. 

ISRO plans to fly Indian astronauts into Earth's orbit by the end of 2024. 

 

QCI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Jaxay Shah , former Chairman of CREDAI and founder Chairman of Savvy Group , 

has been appointed as the new Chairman of the Quality Council of India ( QCI ) for a 

period of 3 years.  

 He will succeed Adil Zainulbhai , who served as the Chairman of QCI for eight years from 

2014 to 2022.  

 QCI work towards assuring quality standards across all spheres of economic and social 

activities. Founded : 1997. 
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Aditya - L1: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Sankarasubramanian K has been designated as the Principal Scientist of the Aditya - L1 

mission of ISRO. Sankarasubramanian is a senior solar scientist at the U R Rao Satellite 

Centre ( URSC ) , Bengaluru.  

 Aditya - L1 is the first observatory - class space - based solar mission from India. The 

spacecraft will be placed in a halo orbit around the first Lagrange point , L1 , of the Sun 

- Earth system. 
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Orunodoi: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma has sought a revision of the list of Orunodoi 

beneficiaries by excluding those who no longer need the financial grant and including 

others irrespective of political ideologies.  

 Orunodoi , launched in October 2020 , entails a monthly grant of 1,250 to each of some 20 

lakh beneficiaries. It is one of 18 flagship schemes of the Assam govt currently in operation. 

 

TOFI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Assam government and the US Agency for International Development ( USAID ) in 

October 2022 launched the " trees outside forests in India ( TOFI ) " programme. 

 It aims to bring farmers , companies , and private institutions together to expand the tree 

coverage outside of traditional forests in the State.  

 Assam is one of seven States where the US will allocate up to $ 25 million under the TOFI 

programme. 
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' Migration Monitoring System ': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India's first ' Migration Monitoring System ' , which provides updated information on 

migrant pregnant women , lactating mothers and children instantly on a single system , 

was inaugurated in Mumbai on 21st October 2022.  

 It has been developed by Department of Women and Child Development , Government of 

Maharashtra. 

 This will make it easier for the beneficiaries to get the benefits of the government schemes. 
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FATF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The financial Action Task Force ( FATF ) has removed Pakistan from its grey list after 

four years.  

 Pakistan has been on the Paris - based watchdog's grey list for deficiencies in its counter - 

terror financing and anti - money laundering regimes since June 2018. The decision was taken 

by the FATF in its plenary held in Paris on 21 October 2022. 
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Australia and Japan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Australia and Japan have agreed to share sensitive intelligence and deepen defence 

cooperation , signing a security pact. Prime ministers Fumio Kishida and Anthony 

Albanese inked the accord in the Western Australian city of Perth.  

 Under the deal , the countries ' defence forces will train together in Northern Australia expand 

and strengthen cooperation across defence , intelligence sharing. 

 

K.P. Ashwini: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 K.P. Ashwini , a Dalit woman scholar from Karnataka , has been appointed Special 

Rapporteur for United Nations Human Rights Commission ( UNHRC ).  

 She is the first Indian & Asian woman to be appointed to this post. Ms Ashwini plans to 

address issues such as racism & casteism , now also increasingly on social media platforms. 

UNHRC Founded : 2006. HQ : Geneva. President : Federico Villegas. 
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Mercer CFS Global Pension Index 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India ranked 41 out of 44 countries in the Mercer CFS Global Pension Index 2022. As 

per the report , India needs to boost coverage under private pension arrangements. In 

2021 index , India's rank was 40th out of 43 countries.  

 Mercer CFS Global Pension Index studies 44 countries that account for 65 % of the world's 

population .The survey has been topped by Iceland , the Netherlands and Denmark. 

 

Public school holiday: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Diwali will be a public school holiday in New York City from 2023 , announced the city's 

mayor , Eric Adams.  

 For this , legislators swapped out Anniversary Day , traditionally celebrated on the first 

Thursday in June , for Diwali in the public school calendar.  

 There are around 200,000 people of the Hindu , Buddhist , Sikh and Jain faiths in New York 

City , who celebrate Diwali. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Mission down under: 

 When defending champion Australia takes on last edition’s runner-up New Zealand at Sydney 

on Saturday, the ICC Twenty20 World Cup would have made a quick turnaround from its 

previous edition that was held last year in the United Arab Emirates (UAE).  

 The COVID-19 pandemic affected sport and T20’s premier championship suffered multiple 

changes in schedule besides the logistical nightmare of venues being altered. Finally, as the 

virus seemingly wanes, cricket’s shortest version moves Down Under during a time when the 

Indian Premier League (IPL), Big Bash and other mushrooming leagues are eating into the 

international calendar.  

 With IPL franchises spreading footprints across the seas, especially in South Africa, 

contracted players are caught in an old debate borrowed from football — club versus country. 

For Twenty20 international fixtures often lost between forgettable bilateral contests and the 

glamorous sway of the IPL and other leagues, the T20 World Cup’s eighth edition that has 

already commenced through its set of qualifiers, will offer pointers to how the game could 

evolve through the prism of nationalism and commerce.  
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 The big game, as advertisers prefer to label it, would pit India against Pakistan at Melbourne 

on Sunday. The sold-out contest is the third between the neighbours after the Asia Cup jousts 

in the UAE.  
 While those two encounters were split at 1-1, in ICC events, India often gets past Pakistan but 

the latter’s triumph in the T20 World Cup last year offered a counter-point. Once this war 

minus the shooting template is dealt with, Rohit Sharma’s men have other challenges lined up 

in the Super 12 stage before making a tilt at the semifinals and the final on November 13.  

 India last won an ICC event during the 2013 Champions Trophy in England. Subsequently, 

the Men in Blue have faltered and it is a blemish that coach Rahul Dravid and Rohit want to 

address. Having toured Australia well in Test whites over the last five years, India may draw 

strength from those memories but the absence of the injured duo of Ravindra Jadeja and 

Jasprit Bumrah could affect plans.  

 Rohit, K.L. Rahul and Virat Kohli constitute the established troika but it is a tribute to his 360 

degree approach that batter Suryakumar Yadav holds the x-factor. If Hardik Pandya can lend 

his all-round skills, India would be served well.  

 The return of Mohammed Shami bolsters the seam attack and if the spinners can restrict and 

the fielding remains agile on big Australian grounds, India may fancy its chances of 

replicating its trophy success from the inaugural edition in 2007. 

Through choppy seas: 

 The ignominious resignation of U.K. Prime Minister Liz Truss this week may have supplied a 

momentary pause to the anxieties faced by the British people over months of government 

fumbling amidst deteriorating macroeconomic conditions, but it is hardly a panacea to what 

ails the economy.  

 After a disastrous performance in office that belied the promise of putting the Conservative 

Party’s house in order, Ms. Truss quit 45 days after entering Downing Street, the shortest ever 

time that a British PM has served. The pinnacle of the Truss government’s fiasco was the 

“mini budget” of September 23, in which she and her erstwhile Chancellor, Kwasi Kwarteng, 

displayed a breath-taking lack of sensitivity to market fragility and announced £45 billion of 

unfunded tax cuts.  

 No one ought to have been surprised at the crisis that that event triggered: soaring bond yields 

necessitating emergency intervention in the bond market by the Bank of England, 

undoubtedly scuppering the central bank’s attempts to get a handle on rising inflation. Firing 

Mr. Kwarteng, which Ms. Truss did despite backing him in formulating their tone-deaf policy 

proposals, hardly helped, as the crisis spiralled, causing the pound to lose value against the 

dollar and mortgage rates to climb, bringing economic hardship to Britons.  
 The U.K. recently lost its place as the world’s fifth largest economy to India. At a dangerous 

moment in the global political economy, when Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has stemmed the 

flow of natural gas to Europe and the U.K., leading to alarming spikes in household bills in 

these countries, the Conservative Party needs to ensure that a competent PM and Cabinet are 

quickly installed and get to work.  

 The public mood on this point has darkened: recent polling suggests that the Labour Party is 

poised to sweep to power should there be a general election, even if such an event is not likely 

until January 2025. The revolving door at 10 Downing Street might see former Chancellor 

Rishi Sunak anointed as the third PM within one year or, ominously, Boris Johnson is said to 

be in the reckoning again despite the debacle following the Partygate scandal.  

 The immediate task at hand for whoever is the head of government will be to set right 

damaged ties with Europe so that trade links are restored, and supply side bottlenecks can be 
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resolved, and to rework immigration policies so as to reinvigorate the flagging productivity 

levels of the U.K. economy.  

 If the Tories turn out not to be the party capable of the nimble, intuitive policymaking 

required to dig the U.K. economy out of this morass, perhaps British voters will decide to 

bring in their political opposition to get the job done. 
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