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Agni Prime New Generation Ballistic Missile: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Agni Prime New Generation Ballistic Missile was successfully testfired by India on 21 

October. The missile was tested off the coast of Odisha.  

 The Agni Prime is a two - stage canisterised solid propellant ballistic missile with dual 

redundant navigation and guidance system.  

 Earlier in December 2021 , DRDO too tested the Agni Prime from Dr APJ Abdul Kalam 

island off the coast of Odisha. 

 

IAF & HAL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Indian Air Force ( IAF ) and the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited ( HAL ) on 20 

October 2022 concluded a 6,800 crore contract for 70 HTT - 40 indigenous Basic 

Trainer Aircraft ( BTA ).  

 In all , 451 MoU , Transfer of Technology ( ToT ) agreements and product launches took 

place. Of the 451 , there were 345 MoUs , 42 major announcements , 46 product launches and 

18 ToTs. 
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EP: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Indian Army , which has made three tranches of Emergency Procurements ( EP ) in 

the last few years , is preparing for a fourth round of EP which will be entirely from the 

domestic industry.  

 In the next seven to eight years , orders worth 8 lakh crore could be placed with Indian 

industry. Emergency Procurements are done to address critical operational requirements. 
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Edel Give Hurun India Philanthropy List 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 HCL founder Shiv Nadar has emerged as India's most generous person with an annual 

donation of Rs 1,161 crore , according to the Edel Give Hurun India Philanthropy List 

2022.  

 Wipro's Azim Premji came in second with an annual donation of Rs 484 crore. With a 

donation of Rs 120 crore , Rohini Nilekani is the most generous woman philanthropist in the 

country. 
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National Police Commemoration Day : 21st 

October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Every year , October 21st is celebrated as the National Police Commemoration Day , to 

pay tributes to all police personnel who died in the line of duty.  

 This day also remembers the sacrifice of 10 police personnel who lost their lives on 21st 

October 1959 , in Ladakh while fighting the Chinese army. In October 2018 , PM Modi 

inaugurated India's first national police museum in Delhi. 
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BEL & TEV: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Bharat Electronics Ltd ( BEL ) has signed an MoU with a US - based company , Triton 

Electric Vehicle ( TEV ) , to manufacture hydrogen fuel cells. The cells will be 

manufactured by BEL using the technology transfer from TEV.  

 The MoU aims to tap the demand for clean energy solutions for various applications , 

including for e- Mobility. BEL Founded : 1954. HQ : Bengaluru. CMD : Dinesh Kumar. 
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CCI & Google: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Competition Commission of India ( CCI ) has imposed a penalty of Rs 1337.76 

crore on Google for abusing its dominant position in multiple markets.  

 In its order , the CCI said , Google has perpetuated its dominant position in the online search 

market resulting in the denial of market access for competing search apps. 

 Earlier , CCI had imposed a fine of Rs 390cr on MakeMyTrip , Goibibo and OYO. 
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’Bima Sugam’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India ( IRDAI ) has announced the 

launch of ' Bima Sugam ' - an online marketplace where all the health and life insurance 

policies will be listed.  

 It will be a one - stop destination for all insurance needs , providing services like buying 

insurance policies , change of insurance agents and settling of claims. It will be 

operationalised by January 2023. 
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Karnataka cabinet: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Karnataka cabinet on 20th Oct 2022 approved an ordinance for increasing the 

reservation for SC community from 15 % to 17 % & for ST community from 3 % to 7 

%.  

 It will , however , take the reservation tally in Karnataka to 56 % , above the 50 % cap fixed 

by the Supreme Court. So the government would recommend bringing the quota hike under 

the 9th Schedule of the Constitution to give it legal protection. 
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AFSPA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Assam government has declared that it has extended the Armed Forces ( Special 

Powers ) Act ( AFSPA ) , 1958 in eight districts and one sub - division for another six 

months. This decision was taken after the review of the law and order situation.  

 On the other hand , the state government decided to withdraw the AFSPA from West Karbi 

Anglong district following the improved law and order situation. 

 

' Kashi Tamil Sangamam ': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Ministry of Education will organise ' Kashi Tamil Sangamam ' , a month - long programme , 

from the 16th Nov 2022 in Varanasi. Objective : to rediscover the centuries - old bond of 

knowledge & ancient civilisational linkage between Varanasi & Tamil Nadu.  

 Over 2400 Tamil people from diverse sections of society will visit Kashi to get familiarised 

with the ancient knowledge shared by these two cities. 
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National intellectual property ( IP ) award: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 IIT - Madras has won the national intellectual property ( IP ) award for 2021 & 2022. 

This annual award recognises individuals & institutions for their IP creations that 

contribute to strengthen the country's IP ecosystem & encourage creativity & 

innovation. 

 It is given out by the Ministry of Commerce & Industry , Government of India. The total 

number of patent applications filed in India in 2021 : 120. 
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UK Prime Minister Liz Truss: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 UK Prime Minister Liz Truss on 20th Oct 2022 resigned from the post just six weeks 

after her appointment. Truss accepted that she could not deliver the promises she made 

& has lost the faith of her party.  

 She was appointed as the UK PM on 6th September 2022. With this , Truss has become the 

shortest - serving PM ( 45 days ) in British history. 
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Interpol: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Interpol on 20th October 2022 launched the first ever metaverse designed for law 

enforcement agencies worldwide during its 90th General Assembly in Delhi. 

 It allows the users to take a virtual tour of Interpol's headquarters in France's Lyon , interact 

with officers & take training courses in forensic investigation. Interpol has partnered with the 

World Economic Forum for this Metaverse. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 
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Extended Family: 

 As foretold, Mallikarjun Kharge has won the contest to become the Congress president. He 

will take charge on October 26. The challenge of the contest would not have prepared him for 

his innings at the helm of the country’s oldest surviving party.  

 The party desperately needs new disruptive energy, but Mr. Kharge embodies stability at the 

cost of dynamism. His ageing shoulders have to carry the burden of expectations of not only 

the Congress workers but also of all those in India who hope the wobbling party finds its feet 

soon.  

 Mr. Kharge will have to shake off the tag of being a representative of the establishment, and 

his starting point should be the Udaipur declaration of the party that vowed to curtail the 

prevalent practice of a handful of families cornering numerous political positions and open up 

the party to younger, diverse sets of people.  

 His first photographs after winning the election had his son, a Congress politician, in the 

frame, which was bad optics. The Congress must have a fair and more balanced 

representation for various castes, genders, regions and professional and social backgrounds in 

order to be able to challenge the totalising politics of the Bharatiya Janata Party.  

 As the new president, Mr. Kharge will have to get the Congress in fighting shape and also 

reach out to potential partners and the wider public by articulating a refreshed ideological and 

moral purpose of the party. The three members of the Gandhi family will remain the last word 

in the Congress and Mr. Kharge’s election is itself the latest proof of that, though an original 

plan to install Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot at the helm went awry.  

 While the Congress can take pride in the fact that it raised the standards of inner party 

democracy, attempts by several officials of the party to tilt the scale in Mr. Kharge’s favour 

were unmistakable.  

 Mr. Kharge’s legitimacy comes from the Gandhi family, and an election process that was 

dignified by the erudite candidacy of Shashi Tharoor. Mr. Tharoor and his supporters have 

also been eloquent in reiterating their loyalty to the family throughout the process.  

 It is in the 1,000-plus votes that Mr. Tharoor garnered that the Gandhis, Mr. Kharge and the 

party must look for the vitality that they sorely need.  

 The Congress needs a range of competent leaders — those with organisational roots and 

experience such as a Mr. Kharge, and those with a wider appeal, and representing aspiration 

and change such as a Mr. Tharoor. The first test of the winner’s mettle and promise will be 

how treats his vanquished opponent. The space for dissent and discussion must not be lost. 

Checks without Balance: 

 China’s decision to block two proposals by India and the United States to list Lashkar-e-Taiba 

(LeT) commanders on the United Nations Security Council’s 1267 terror list is part of a well-

worn pattern now.  

 Since June, New Delhi and Washington have made five such proposals, with China placing a 

hold on each. This includes Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood Azhar’s brother Rauf Asghar 

and LeT leaders Abdur Rahman Makki (Hafiz Saeed’s brother-in-law), 26/11 handler Sajid 

Mir and the latest listing requests for Talha Saeed (Hafiz Saeed’s son) and Shahid Mehmood, 

who is charged with recruitment and collection of funds for the terror group.  

 Each of these men has been listed as designated terrorists in India’s Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act terror list as well as on the Federal Bureau of Investigation or U.S. Treasury 

lists.  
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 Each of them has a record of charges over the past two decades of involvement in the attacks 

by the LeT and JeM, organisations that are banned by the UN, and responsible for targeted 

strikes in India — from the IC-814 hijack, Parliament attack and Mumbai 26/11, to Pathankot, 

Uri and Pulwama.  

 Even so, China’s response to the requests has been consistently recalcitrant, placing hold 

upon hold on the proposals made, regardless of the figure it cuts in the global counter-

terrorism space, using what New Delhi has forcefully criticised as a “political bias” towards 

Pakistan to stymie the process.  
 Given the situation, India has three clear choices: the Government can abandon the effort until 

China can be persuaded to change its stance, or it can continue to bring terror listing proposals 

to the UN knowing they will be blocked by China, but showing that China is indeed misusing 

its power as a permanent member of the Security Council.  

 Neither route will, however, ensure India’s goal of listing the remaining leadership of the 

terror groups. A third option is to open a diplomatic channel with China that focuses on the 

issue of global cooperation on terrorism, separate from other fractious bilateral issues, and to 

induce Beijing to reconsider its untenable position.  

 While the last option seems the most difficult, if not impossible, it must be remembered that 

China was persuaded to “grey list” Pakistan at the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) from 

2012-2015, and from 2018 to the present, and remove its hold and allow the terror listing of 

Masood Azhar at the UNSC in 2019, after blocking such attempts since 2009.  

 As Pakistan moves off the FATF grey list — as it is expected to on Friday — it is time for 

India to consider all its options with China to ensure justice for all the victims of the cross-

border terrorism that has exacted a deep and lasting toll on the country. 
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