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November 8, 2022 

LCH: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Indian Army is set to operationalize the first squadron of indigenous Light Combat 

Helicopter ( LCH ).  

 It will be based at Missamari air base in Assam and will be part of the aviation brigade tasked 

to defend the strategically vital western part of Arunachal Pradesh. 

 Missamari was tasked to defend , among other places , the Tezpur - Bomdila - Tawang - Bum 

La axis. 

 

Shivalik and Kamorta: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Indian Naval ship Shivalik and Kamorta , participated in the 70th International Fleet 

Review at Yokosuka , Japan.  

 In the event an Indian band played Japanese martial music and Saare Jahan Se Achha.  

 The IFR marks the 70th anniversary of the Japan Maritime Self Defence Force ( JMSDF ) and 

will include participation of 40 ships and submarines from 13 countries. 
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Guru Nanak Jayanti : 8 November 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Guru Nanak Jayanti , also known as Gurpurab , Prakash Parv is being celebrated on 8 

November 2022. 

 It is one of the most important days of Sikhism and marks the birth anniversary of the first of 

the ten Sikh gurus and the founder of Sikhism , Guru Nanak Dev Ji.  

 It is observed annually on the full moon date of the Kartik month or Kartik Purnima. 
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DRDO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 DRDO launched Hull Module of Submersible Platform for Acoustic Characterization & 

Evaluation ( SPACE ) facility at Kochi , in November 2022.  

 It is a state - of - the - art testing and evaluation facility for sonar systems developed for use 

by the Indian navy onboard various platforms.  

 It has a specially designed submersible platform, which can be lowered up to depths of 100 

meters. 

 

DMRC & BEL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation ( DMRC ) and Bharat Electronics Limited ( BEL ) 

have signed an agreement. It is for the development of an indigenous communication - 

based train control system.  

 The DMRC and BEL have also jointly developed the i - ATS ( indigenous Automatic Train 

Supervision System ) which is currently under implementation stage. 

 

Gopal Vittal: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 GSMA , a global organization covering mobile ecosystem across countries , has elected 

Gopal Vittal as deputy chair of the association's board of directors. He has been 

appointed for a two - year term, beginning 1 January 2023 through 31 December 2024.  

 He is the chief executive of Bharti Airtel Group. José María Álvarez - Pallete López CEO of 

Telefónica Group, will continue to be the Chair. 
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Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar will visit Cambodia from 11 November 2022 to attend 

the ASEAN - India Commemorative Summit and the 17th East Asia Summit.  

 The Vice President will be accompanied by External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar. 2022 

marks the 30th anniversary of ASEAN - India relations and is being celebrated as the ASEAN 

- India Friendship Year. 
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Purple Fest : Celebrating Diversity: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 CM of Goa launched logo of Purple Fest : Celebrating Diversity ".The event will be 

organized from January 6 to 8 next year in Panaji.  

 The event will be jointly organized by State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Goa 

, in collaboration with Directorate of Social Welfare and Entertainment Society of Goa. This 

first - of - its - kind festival will benefit persons with disabilities. 
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Yaduveer Krishnaraja Chamaraja ( YKC ) 

Wadiyar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Member of the erstwhile royal family Yaduveer Krishnaraja Chamaraja ( YKC ) 

Wadiyar has been selected for the International Kannada Rathna award. It is presented 

annually by Dubai Kannadigas to mark Kannada Rajyothsava. 

 The award will be presented to YKC Wadiyar during Vishwa Kannada Habba on November 

19 , 2022 in association with Kannadigaru Dubai Sangha. 
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UHPFRC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Scientists at the IIT Hyderabad have developed an affordable Ultra - High Performance 

Fiber Reinforced Concrete ( UHPFRC ) that is used in the construction of bridges and 

other infrastructure projects.  

 The cost of UHPRC is made affordable by optimising the fibre dosage. A team led by S 

Suriya Prakash, CASTCON Lab ( Department of Civil Engineering , IIT - H ) has developed 

the product. 

 

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has virtually opened 100 bridges in 25 

districts at a time. These bridges built at a cost of over Tk 879 crore.  

 Of the bridges , 46 are in Chattogram division , 17 in Sylhet division , 14 in Barishal division 

, seven each in Dhaka and Rajshahi division , six in Mymensingh division , and three in 

Rangpur division. Capital : Dhaka. Currency : Taka ( Tk ). 

 

Indo - German Week: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Indo - German Week of the Young Researchers 2022 was inaugurated on 7 

November 2022.  

 During the programme, an initiative jointly organised by Science and Engineering Research 

Board , India , and German Research Foundation ( DFG ) , 30 promising young researchers 

from India and Germany will discuss and interact closely on various contemporary matters in 
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chemical sciences. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Economics and exclusion: 

 On the face of it, a new kind of reservation in education and jobs solely based on income or 

economic criteria was destined to face several constitutional hurdles.  

 However, given that the special provision in favour of ‘Economically Weaker Sections’ 

(EWS) among those who are not eligible for community-based quotas meant for Scheduled 

Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes, was introduced through an 

amendment to the Constitution, only a demonstration that the new quota violated the basic 

structure of the Constitution would have succeeded in dislodging it.  

 By a majority of three to two, the Supreme Court of India has ruled that the amendment does 

not violate the basic structure. In the process, the Court has recorded a major paradigm shift 

in its conception of what constitutes valid affirmative action.  

 For the first time, it has upheld a kind of reservation that specifically excludes those from the 

three existing categories of beneficiaries and is extended solely on the basis of economic 

criteria.  

 When in Indra Sawhney (1992), a nine-judge Bench upheld OBC reservation, but favoured 

exclusion of advanced sections of the beneficiary communities from its purview, it introduced 

a form of economic criteria for the first time.  

 However, the criteria were used to exclude individuals, while the groups continued to be 

eligible for reservation. At the same time, the Court struck down a provision for 10% 

reservation for economically backward sections introduced by the Congress regime, on the 

ground that the Constitution does not provide for reservation solely based on economic 

criteria.  
 The logic behind this scheme of affirmative action was that reservation is a tool of reparation 

for groups excluded from mainstream avenues of advancement due to caste discrimination, 

while it should not become a benefit or reward for individual members of the same groups 

who may have made reasonable progress.  
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 This logic was wholly inverted in 2019 when the BJP-led regime amended the Constitution to 

provide reservation solely on economic criteria to sections other than those enjoying 

reservation under the categories of SCs, STs and OBCs. The resort to economic or income 

criterion as the sole marker for identifying a beneficiary is obviously unsustainable from the 

point of view of equality of opportunity.  

 All five judges agree that the introduction of an economic criterion does not violate the 

Constitution. However, Justice S. Ravindra Bhat, with Chief Justice of India U.U. Lalit, 

concurring, has correctly found that the exclusion of groups that already enjoy reservation 

from accessing this new form of affirmative action violates the equality norm, which is a 

basic feature of the Constitution. 

 The Constitution Amendment came with considerable political legitimacy as very few 

members voted against it. The Court could not have lightly struck it down. The majority 

acknowledges Parliament’s power to create a new set of criteria and a new target for 

affirmative action.  

 Their opinions whole-heartedly endorse the exclusion of communities that benefit from 

existing reservation norms, contending that such exclusion is necessary to achieve the 

intended object of emancipating economically weaker sections and, if they are included, it 

may undermine the entire idea of providing such reservation.  

 This approach is clearly flawed because this creates a vertical reservation scheme based on 

economic weakness, a factor that could be applicable to all communities, but consciously 

excludes a large segment. There was some merit in the argument that reservation cannot be 

used as a poverty alleviation measure, and that a collective remedy meant to be compensatory 

discrimination in favour of historically deprived classes cannot be converted into a scheme to 

identify individuals based on their low-income levels and confer the same benefit.  

 The existing income criterion of ₹8 lakh a year has already been questioned by the Court in a 

separate case, as it is liable to result in excessive coverage of socially advanced classes. When 

those exempted from filing I-T returns are only those with taxable income below ₹2.5 lakh, it 

makes no sense to extend the reservation benefits to sections earning upto ₹8 lakh.  

 Also, the majority view that the 50% ceiling is applicable only to caste-based quotas and not 

for EWS reservation is constitutionally unsustainable, as it is a vertical compartment that is 

carved out of the open competition segment. 

 Once the idea of using economic criterion alone is accepted in principle, as has been done 

even by the dissenting opinion, it can only be argued that the benefit should have been 

modulated to maximise the beneficiaries.  

 The objective of economic emancipation could have been better achieved if the income-based 

reservation had been thrown open to all sections of society. The fear that some sections may 

corner a large share of the reservation cake had earlier been partially addressed by the 

‘creamy layer’ norm for backward classes, but it also meant that the well-off among them will 

have to compete in open competition.  

 By introducing an income criterion and barring OBCs, besides SC/ST communities, from the 

EWS silo, there is a clear violation of equality in their eligibility to avail of a part of the open 

competition opportunities.  

 The Government should consider both opening up the EWS quota to all communities and 

keeping the income criterion much lower than the ceiling, perhaps at the same level as the 

income tax slab, to identify the ‘creamy layer’ so that some poorer sections of communities, if 

they are crowded out on the OBC or SC/ST merit list, could still avail of some residual 

benefits under the EWS scheme. 
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