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November 30, 2022 

MMR: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India has achieved a significant milestone by achieving the National health policy target 

for Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR). 

 MMR has declined from 130 per lakh live births in 2014-16 to 97 per lakh live births in 2018-

20, according to a bulletin released by the office of the Registrar General of India.  

 Assam has the highest MMR of 195 while Kerala has the lowest of 19 per lakh live births. 

 

CIFE: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Hyderabad - based Indian Immunologicals Ltd has joined hands with the Central 

Institute of Fisheries Education (CIFE) for the commercial development of India's first 

fish vaccine.  

 The vaccine will be developed to protect freshwater fish against common bacterial diseases. 

CIFE, will provide technology for 2 inactivated bacterial vaccines, one for Columnaris 

Disease and other for Edwardsiellosis. 
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GeM: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Government e-Marketplace, GeM platform has crossed one lakh crore rupees 

Gross Merchandise value till 29 November 2022 for the financial year 2022-2023. GeM 

is an online platform for public procurement in India. 

 It was launched in August 2016 with the objective of creating an open and transparent 

procurement platform for government buyers. 
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CCUS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Niti Aayog launched the carbon capture utilisation and storage (CCUS) policy 

framework and its Deployment Mechanism in India on 29 November. 

 The report was prepared on the valuable inputs provided by the various stakeholders from the 

Energy and Power Sector (E & P). India is the third largest emitter of CO2 in the world after 

China and the US. 
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Vistara airlines & Air India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Vistara airlines will be merged with Tata-owned Air India by March 2024. Singapore 

Airlines and Tata Sons have agreed to merge Air India and Vistara by March 2024, 

subject to regulatory approvals.  

 Singapore Airlines will invest 250 million Dollars or Rupees 2,000 crore into Air India as 

soon as this integration is completed. Singapore Airlines owns a minority share in Vistara. 

 

First pilot for the retail digital Rupee: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 RBI has announced the launch of the first pilot for the retail digital Rupee on 1st 

December 2022. Eight banks have been identified for phase-wise participation in this 

pilot. 

 The first phase will begin with four banks including State Bank of India, ICICI Bank, Yes 

Bank and IDFC First Bank in four cities across the country. 
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INCOVACC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 World's first Intranasal Vaccine, Bharat Biotech's INCOVACC has received approval 

for Covid booster doses from Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI).  

 INCOVACC is a recombinant replication - deficient adenovirus vectored vaccine with a pre-

fusion stabilized SARS-CoV-2 spike protein. INCOVACC was developed in partnership with 

Washington University. 
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Preeti Sudan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Former Health Secretary Preeti Sudan took the Oath of Office and Secrecy as Union 

Public Service Commission (UPSC) Member in New Delhi, in November 2022.  

 Mrs. Sudan is a 1983 batch Andhra Pradesh cadre retired Indian Administrative Service 

officer.  

 She also served as the Department of Food and Public Distribution Secretary as well as in 

Women and Child Development and in the Defence Ministry. 
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Hornbill Festival 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Nagaland is all set to host the 23rd Hornbill Festival 2022 at Naga Heritage Village 

Kisama from December 1 to 10, 2022. The festival represents all ethnic groups of 

Nagaland. 

 The aim of the festival is to revive and protect the rich culture of Nagaland and display its 

extravaganza and traditions. Festival highlights include the traditional Naga Morungs 

exhibition. 
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First - ever Mental Health and Social Care Policy: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In Meghalaya, the State Cabinet has passed its first - ever Mental Health and Social 

Care Policy following a Cabinet meeting on 29 November 2022. 

 With this, Meghalaya has become the first state in the Northeast and the third state in India to 

have such a policy.  

 The vision is to promote overall mental health and well - being and facilitate appropriate 

access and care pathways. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

9 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

 

Mpox: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The World Health Organization announced that Monkeypox is to be renamed mpox, in 

a bid to avoid stigmatisation stemming from the existing. 

 Monkeypox received its name because the virus was originally identified in monkeys kept for 

research in Denmark in 1958. The disease was first discovered in humans in 1970 in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo. 
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Merriam-Webster: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The US dictionary publisher Merriam-Webster announced that their 2022 word of the 

year is "gaslighting".  

 Interest in the term was up by 1,740 % over the previous years, according to searches of the 

online dictionary. 

 

G20: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 India will assume the Presidency of the G20 for one year from 1 December 2022 to 30 

November 2023. During the course of its Presidency, India will be holding about 200 

meetings in 32 different sectors in multiple locations across the country.  
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 The G20 Summit to be held next year would be one of the highest-profile international 

gatherings to be hosted by India. 

 

Bust of Mahatma Gandhi: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 A bust of Mahatma Gandhi will be inaugurated at the United Nations during India's 

Presidency of the UN Security Council on 14 December 2022. 

 It will be inaugurated during External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar's visit to the UN for 

India's Presidency of the Council. It will be placed in the North Lawns of the UN 

headquarters .It will be the first Gandhi sculpture that will be installed in the UN. 
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International Jaguar Day: 29 November: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 International Jaguar Day is observed annually on Nov 29. In March 2018 

representatives from 14 range countries gathered in New York at UN ' Headquarters for 

the Jaguar 2030 Forum.  

 It resulted in the creation of the Jaguar 2030 Statement which outlined a wide range of 

internationally collaborative jaguar conservation initiatives, including the proposal to create 

an International Jaguar Day. 
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India & Maldives: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India has provided financial assistance of 100 million US dollars to the Maldives. The 

assistance is in the form of budgetary support to tide over the difficult economic 

situation in the archipelago nation. 

 The assistance is being extended without any conditions and Maldives is free to use it in its 

economic recovery as it deems fit. 
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International Lusophone Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 International Lusophone Festival is being held from 3rd to 6th December 2022 in Goa. 

Ministry of External Affairs is organising the festival in partnership with the Council of 

Cultural Relations and the Goa government.  

 The festival seeks to further India's connection with the Lusophone world. Lusophones are 

people that speak Portuguese as a native or as a common second language. 

 

Avani Lekhara: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 At the Turf 2022 and India Sports Awards of FICCI, Avani Lekhara, who won two 

medals at the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics, was recognized as the Para Sports Person of the 

Year.  

 Apart from Lekhara, former Ranji cricketer Sarkar Talwar was honoured with the Lifetime 

Achievement of the Year award. Shrey Kadyan was recognized as the Special Sportsperson of 

the Year. 
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National Sports Awards 2022 and National 

Adventure Awards 2021: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 President Droupadi Murmu conferred the National Sports Awards 2022 and National 

Adventure Awards 2021 to the awardees at a function at Rashtrapati Bhawan on 30 

November 2022.  

 Table Tennis player Sharath Kamal Achanta has been chosen for Major Dhyan Chand Khel 

Ratna Award for 2022. This year Arjuna Awards for outstanding performance in Sports and 

Games will be given to 25 sportspersons. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

More vaccine choices: 

 Nearly three months after Bharat Biotech’s intranasal COVID-19 vaccine was granted 

emergency use approval for primary vaccination of adults, the vaccine has now been given 

emergency use approval as a heterologous booster in adults over 18 years.  

 Unlike Covaxin, an inactivated vaccine, the intranasal vaccine uses a viral vector platform 

that utilises a recombinant adenovirus as a vector. As a heterologous booster, the intranasal 

vaccine was tested on around 875 participants, immunised earlier with two doses of either 

Covaxin or Covishield.  

 Among the advantages intranasal vaccines have over vaccines is that they can potentially 

prevent SARS-CoV-2 infection at the point of viral entry in the respiratory tract. They are 

also far easier to administer.  

 As in the case of the intranasal vaccine for primary vaccination, the booster dose too was 

tested only for safety and immunogenicity, but not efficacy. Unlike the vaccines tested early 

in the pandemic, evaluating the efficacy of a new vaccine for primary vaccination and 

heterologous booster at this stage of the pandemic might be very challenging as a vast 

population has been already vaccinated and/or naturally infected, especially with the Omicron 

variant.  
 However, even higher immunogenicity need not necessarily translate into higher efficacy, 

particularly the ability of the vaccine to prevent infection. The SARS-CoV-2 virus has now 

acquired an even greater ability to evade existing immunity and cause an infection.  

 Since the intranasal vaccine does not have the virus spike protein with newer mutations, it is 

important to study within a defined time period the effectiveness of the intranasal vaccine to 

prevent infection and severe disease and death when used as the primary vaccination and as a 

booster dose.  
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 Alternatively, the vaccine’s effectiveness can be tested in human challenge studies. Studying 

this becomes important as the results of an intranasal vaccine in the phase-1 trial using the 

Oxford vaccine — an adenovirus-vector vaccine — originally developed for intramuscular 

administration, elicited antigen-specific mucosal antibody responses only in a “minority” of 

participants, and the antibody levels were far lower than from a natural infection. 

 The Oxford vaccine, as an intranasal vaccine, did not elicit “consistent mucosal antibody 

response nor a strong systemic response”. The demand for vaccines for primary vaccination 

has been reducing since the third wave peaked in end-January while those for boosters has 

been low even when available for free for 75 days beginning mid-July.  

 Yet, the development of an intranasal vaccine, a new vaccine platform for India, is welcome, 

and having a safe and effective vaccine that can prevent infection remains a high priority. 

Oil no bar: 

 The Biden administration’s decision to ease sanctions on Venezuela and allow Chevron to 

return to its joint venture oil fields marks the end of Washington’s maximum pressure 

campaign aimed at ousting President Nicolás Maduro.  

 Former President Donald Trump took U.S. sanctions to the extreme by barring oil companies 

from operating in the South American country, which has the world’s largest oil reserves, and 

recognising Juan Guaidó, the self-declared unelected acting President.  

 This policy had little impact on Venezuela’s political crisis, for two reasons: first, Mr. Guaidó 

never managed to mobilise enough political capital to shake Mr. Maduro’s regime, powered 

by the Bolivarian grassroots movement; and then, the regime found a way to work around the 

sanctions by selling its heavy crude at a discounted price to China and other countries.  

 The Biden administration followed the Trump line in its initial months, but started holding 

talks with Venezuela in March, a few weeks after the Russian invasion of Ukraine. While the 

U.S.’s official narrative is that the decision to ease sanctions was part of a larger political 

reconciliation process within Venezuela, the catalyst seems to be Ukraine and the energy 

crisis.  

 Sanctions on Russia have pumped up prices. Mr. Biden’s attempts to revive the Iran nuclear 

deal have not succeeded so far. The move by Saudi Arabia and its allies to slash oil 

production has also mounted additional pressure on prices.  

 The only option now to get more oil into the market is to allow Venezuela to do so. To be 

sure, the easing of sanctions comes with riders. Chevron can produce oil from its fields in 

Venezuela, but the oil should be exported only to the U.S. Also, the sale proceeds should be 

used to pay back state-owned Venezuelan oil company PdVSA’s debt to Chevron (some $4.2 

billion), and the licence can be cancelled any time.  

 Even so, Mr. Maduro can claim victory in the U.S.’s clear U-turn. He has offered to begin 

talks with the opposition, but has not made any major concession beyond that. The U.S. move 

could also prompt European countries to revisit their policy towards Caracas.  

 The return of foreign companies would allow Venezuela to ramp up its oil production. Mr. 

Maduro seems to have survived western attempts to isolate him, but his bigger challenge is to 

ride out the storm at home.  

 The window of reengagement is his opportunity. He should embrace it with steps to address 

the critical failings of Venezuela’s economy, partly because of his own policies, mend ties 

with the West, and join serious talks with the opposition. 
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