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November 3, 2022 

DRDO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 DRDO conducted a successful maiden flight test of Phase - Il Ballistic Missile Defence ( 

BMD ) interceptor AD - 1 missile from APJ Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha on 2 

November 2022.  

 The AD - 1 ( Air Defence ) is a long - range interceptor missile designed for both low exo 

- atmospheric & endo - atmospheric interception of long - range ballistic missiles & 

aircraft. DRDO Chairman : Dr Samir V Kamat. 

 

Sanjeev Chopra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Sanjeev Chopra has assumed charge as Secretary , Department of Food and Public 

Distribution. He has also served as Secretary to Government in Departments such as 

Industries , General administration , Agriculture and Home.  

 He was awarded by the Government with the National e - Governance Award for Excellence 

in Government Process Re - engineering for Digital Transformation in the Year 2020 and 

2021. 
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PGI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Ministry of Education has released the Performance Grading Index ( PGI ) for 2020-21. 

It is an evidence - based comprehensive analysis of school education system across states and 

Union Territories.  

 The prime objective of PGI is to promote evidence - based policymaking and highlight 

course correction to ensure quality education for all. 
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Niva Bupa Health Insurance Company Limited & 

IDFC First Bank: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Niva Bupa Health Insurance Company Limited ( formerly known as Max Bupa Health 

Insurance Company ) , has announced its corporate agency partnership with IDFC First 

Bank. It will provide health insurance solutions to the bank's customers.  

 A bancassurance is an arrangement between a bank and an insurance company , through 

which the insurer can sell its products to the bank's customers. 

 

IPPB: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India Post Payments Bank ( IPPB ) conducted India's 1st Floating Financial Literacy 

Camp in Srinagar , J & K on 2nd November 2022. It was conducted with an initiative 

called ' Niveshak Didi ' to promote Financial Literacy among women.  

 IPPB , in collaboration with Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority , launched this 

initiative to promote Financial Literacy " By the women , for the women " concept. 

 

India Chem 2022: 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

4 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Union Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers Dr Mansukh Mandaviya on 2nd Nov 

inaugurated the 12th Biennial International Exhibition and Conference ' India Chem 

2022 ' in New Delhi.  

 The theme of the Conference is " Vision 2030 : Chemicals & Petrochemicals Build India ". 

India Chem 2022 is being organised to showcase the government's policy for sustainable 

growth in the Petroleum & Chemical sectors. 

 

' SHILP SAMAGAM - 2022 ': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Union Minister Dr Virendra Kumar on 2nd Nov 2022 inaugurated the ' SHILP 

SAMAGAM - 2022 ' in New Delhi. Beneficiaries of top corporations have been invited to 

showcase and sell their handicraft products at the samagam.  

 During the 15 days Shilp Samagam - 2022 ( 1st -15th November ) marketing exhibition , the 

products from the 19 different states and Union Territories are available on display and sale. 

 

Union Rural Development Ministry: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Union Rural Development Ministry on 2nd Nov 2022 signed an MoU with Patanjali 

Ayurved for marketing of products made by women self help groups. Under the MoU , 

selected products made by Women Self Help Groups will be sold through Patanjali Stores.  

 As per the agreement , the ministry has also recognised Patanjali as National Resource 

Organization for its National Rural Livelihoods Mission. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

5 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

 

Citizen Engagement and Communication 

Programme: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In Meghalaya , the " Citizen Engagement and Communication Programme " was 

launched by Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma on 2 November 2022 at Tura , West 

Garo Hills district.  

 The programme will aim to create much - needed awareness amongst the masses so that 

people will have the right information to avail benefits of the schemes being launched by the 

Government. 

 

Donyi Polo Airport: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  
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 Union Cabinet on 2nd Nov 2022 approved the naming of Hollongi Greenfield Airport in 

Itanagar of Arunachal Pradesh as ' Donyi Polo Airport '. The Centre had granted ' in - 

principle ' approval for the development of Hollongi greenfield airport in Itanagar in 2019.  

 It is being developed by the Airports Authority of India ( AAI ). The Donyi Polo airport in 

Itanagar is northeast India's 16th airport. 

 

National Tribal Dance Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The 3 - day National Tribal Dance Festival began at Raipur , the state capital of 

Chhattisgarh , on 1st November 2022.1500 foreign artists from across ten countries & 

tribal artists from 28 states and seven union territories of India are participating in the 

festival.  

 This festival's main goal is to uphold tribal traditions and spread awareness of primitive 

cultures across the world. 
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Ladli Laxmi 2.0: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan on 2nd Nov 2022 launched the 

state govt's flagship scheme ' Ladli Laxmi 2.0 '.  It is a financial assistance scheme to 

encourage girls to pursue higher education and make them independent.  

 Chouhan had launched the ' Ladli Laxmi ' scheme in 2007 after he became the chief minister 

for the first time in 2005. 
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Vigilance Awareness Week : 31 October to 6 

November: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Central Vigilance Commission ( CVC ) observes vigilance awareness week every 

year during the week in which October 31 - birth anniversary of India's first home 

minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel - falls.  

 In 2022 , it is being observed from Oct 31 to Nov 6. 2022 Theme : " Corruption free India for 

a developed nation ". It is observed with the aim of promoting probity in public life. 

 

Falcon Heavy: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 SpaceX's Falcon Heavy , the world's most - powerful active rocket , lifted off for the first 

time in more than three years on 1 November 2022 from Florida's Cape Canaveral.  

 It is carrying a group of satellites into orbit for the U.S. Space Force. This was SpaceX's 

fourth flight of a Falcon Heavy. 
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India & Denmark: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Union Cabinet on 2nd Nov 2022 approved an MoU between India & Denmark on 

cooperation in the field of Water Resources Development & Management.  

 The areas of cooperation envisaged in the MoU are integrated and smart water resources 

development and management , aquifer mapping & groundwater modelling. Denmark PM : 

Mette Frederiksen. Capital : Copenhagen. Currency : Danish krone. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Lone exception: 

 Denmark’s voters defied the recent trend in Europe, of right-wing electoral gains, and 

rewarded their centre-left Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen in Tuesday’s parliamentary 

elections. Ms. Frederiksen, who was forced to call an early vote under pressure from her 

coalition partners, secured the best performance for the Social Democrats in two decades with 

27.5% votes.  

 The left-wing bloc she leads has won 87 seats in mainland Denmark, and one in Faroe island 

and two in Greenland, the autonomous Danish territory, taking its strength to 90, the majority 

needed in the 179-member assembly.  

 The elections took place amid criticism of Ms. Frederiksen’s decision to cull millions of 

minks during the COVID-19 pandemic and pollsters had expected Ms. Frederiksen to suffer a 

setback. 

 In the neighbouring Nordic country Sweden, and Italy in southern Europe, both of which 

went to polls in September, the far-right had made rapid gains. While in Sweden, the centre-

left government was replaced by a right-wing government backed by a party with neo-Nazi 

origins, in Italy, a party with direct links to Mussolini’s Fascist Party was elected.  

 In contrast, most Danish voters stood firmly behind the Social Democrats, the Green Left and 

the Social Liberals. Before the elections, Ms. Frederiksen had said she would form a 

government with moderate centrist parties transcending the traditional right-left divisions of 

Danish politics.  

 However, government formation would be the least of her worries. Like most European 

countries, Denmark is also struggling with a cost-of-living crisis — at 11.1%, Denmark’s 

inflation is higher than the EU average.  
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 There are worries about disruptions to gas supplies as the energy situation remains tense in 

the wake of Russia’s Ukraine invasion. Denmark, one of the founding members of NATO, is 

also under pressure to step up defence spending along with other NATO members, especially 

after the war broke out.  

 The war came closer for the Danes when the Nord Stream Russia-Europe undersea pipelines 

were damaged in explosions off the Danish coast in September. And while the left-wing 

coalition’s victory could strengthen Ms. Frederiksen politically, Denmark is not completely 

immune to the far-right problem.  

 The Denmark Democrats, a new far-right party being led by a former Minister who was in 

prison for unlawful separation of asylum seekers, entered Parliament with 8.1% of the votes. 

So, Ms. Frederiksen’s task is already cut out.  

 She might look stronger today, but is still vulnerable. For continued political success, she has 

to begin with easing the cost-of-living crisis, while keeping the effects of the war minimal on 

the Danish public. 

Seeds of hope: 

 After years of being in limbo, there is a surge of optimism around DMH-11, or Dhara 

Mustard Hybrid-11, a variety developed using genetic engineering techniques by Indian 

scientists and public funds.  

 The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC), the apex regulator and an arm of the 

Environment Ministry, last week cleared the variety for environmental release. The seed can 

be grown in fields for producing more of its kind and is a precursor to it being approved for 

commercial release.  

 DMH-11 employs genes from soil bacterium that makes mustard, a self-pollinating plant, 

amenable to being crossed with other varieties and producing hybrid varieties. Hybrid 

varieties are generally more vigorous and, in the case of mustard, an oil seed, will produce 

more oil.  

 Despite having varieties of mustard, India continues to be a net oil importer due to poor 

yields. The food crisis due to the Ukraine war has only exacerbated the problem. Despite 

decades-long trials, mustard hybrids have not made it to Indian farmers because of activists 

opposed to genetic modification technology in principle and some farmer groups that believe 

them to be dangerous.  
 While several top scientists and agricultural experts have cheered the GEAC approval, the 

celebration ought to be muted. In 2017 too, GEAC had cleared the plant and then did a 

backtrack by introducing additional tests after protests. In 2009, GEAC had cleared Bt 

Brinjal, a transgenic food crop, only to be over-ruled by the UPA government — again after 

protests.  

 Agriculture, being a State subject, may merit political scrutiny before a seed can be 

commercially released; however, in the case of transgenic technology, these decisions have 

only served to throttle technological progress.  

 The hold, or the so-called ‘moratorium’, on Bt Brinjal persists and it was only in 2020 that 

GEAC approved fresh field trials, which were in effect repetitions of earlier tests. It is unclear 

if it will be available in the immediate future.  

 The barnase-barstar system, used in DMH-11, is promising but already outdated given that 

cutting-edge technology such as CRISPR is in vogue. DMH-11 alone may not be the panacea 

for India’s edible oil crisis and rather represents a platform technology that requires seed 

companies to invest and develop their own hybrids.  
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 However, the uncertainty around regulatory policy regarding seed development hinders this. 

To signal transformation, the Government must second the approval by GEAC and restore the 

system, whereby scientific consent — rather than political considerations — determines the 

availability of products to farmers and consumers. 
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