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November 12, 2022 

Moody’s: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Moody's on 11th Nov slashed India's GDP growth projection for 2022 to 7 %.  

 This is the second time in as many months that Moody's Investors Service has cut India's 

growth estimates for 2022. 

 In September, it had cut projection for the year 2022 to 7.7 % from 8.8 % pegged in May. The 

Asian Development Bank too has cut its projection to 7 %, from 7.5 % earlier. 

 

Public Service Broadcasting Day: 12 November: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Public Service Broadcasting Day was observed on 12 November 2022. The day is 

celebrated every year to commemorate the only visit of Mahatma Gandhi to the studio 

of All India Radio, Delhi in 1947.  

 The Father of the Nation addressed the displaced people, who had temporarily settled at 

Kurukshetra in Haryana after partition. 
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RFCL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 PM Narendra Modi dedicated Ramagundam Fertilizers and Chemicals Limited ( RFCL 

) to the nation on 12 November 2022.  

 After two decades of the closure of the FCI plant, the revived RFCL has been developed as 

one of the major fertilizers plants in the country.  

 Besides, he also inaugurated the new railway line, Bhadrachalam Road - Sattupalli , 

completed at a cost of about 1000 crore rupees. 
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South India's first Vande Bharat Express: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 PM Modi flagged off two much - awaited trains from Krantiveera Sangolli Rayanna 

Railway Station in Bengaluru on Nov 11 - south India's first Vande Bharat Express 

between Mysuru & Chennai & Bharat Gaurav Kashi Darshan train.  

 The Vande Bharat Express is part of the 75 such trains expected to be running all across India 

by the end of 2023. Vande Bharat has a maximum commercial speed of 160 km / h. 

 

Madhu Kankariya and Dr Madhav Hada: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Noted writers Madhu Kankariya and Dr Madhav Hada have been awarded the 31st and 

32nd Bihari Puraskar, respectively.  

 Kankariya has been awarded for her 2018 novel ' Hum Yahan The ' while Hada has been 

awarded for his 2015 book ' Pachrang Chola Pahar Sakhi Ri '.  

 Bihari Puraskar is given every year for an outstanding work published in the last 10 years in 

Hindi or Rajasthani. Instituted in: 1991. 
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First hydrogen fuel cell catamaran: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Cochin Shipyard has signed an MoU with Inland Waterways Authority of India to build 

the country's first hydrogen fuel cell catamaran vessel for Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh.  

 It will have a seating capacity for 100 passengers.  

 The Shipyard also signed another MoU for the construction of six electric catamaran vessels 

for Uttar Pradesh and two such vessels for Guwahati. 
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Jharkhand assembly: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Jharkhand assembly, on 11 Nov 2022, cleared 2 bills, one fixing 1932 land records 

determining people's domicile status & another increasing reservation to 77 % from 60 

%.  

 As per the 2nd bill, the reservation of the ST would go up to 28 % (from 26 %), OBC would 

get 27 % (from 14 %) and 12 % for the SC (from 10 %). The government has decided to get 

these two bills in the Ninth Schedule of Constitution. 

 

India's first multi - modal logistics park: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Road Transport Ministry has awarded the contract of setting up India's first 

multi - modal logistics park (MMLP) at Mappedu in Thiruvallur district of Tamil Nadu 

to Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL).  

 The estimated project cost is 1,424 cr & it will be developed in an area of 184.27 acres. 

MMLP is a key policy initiative of the Government to improve the country's freight logistics 

sector. 
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Wildlife sanctuary: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Tamil Nadu government has notified the Cauvery South Wildlife Sanctuary on 

68,640 hectares as the state's 17th wildlife sanctuary.  

 The sanctuary, covering reserve forest areas in Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri districts, is home 

to 35 species of mammals & 238 species of birds.  

 Earlier, the government had notified Kazhuveli Bird Sanctuary in Villupuram and Cuddalore 

districts. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

7 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

 

Venki Ramakrishnan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Nobel laureate Professor Venki Ramakrishnan has been awarded the prestigious Order 

of Merit by Britain's King Charles III in recognition of his distinguished service to 

science.  

 He received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 2009 for his work on ribosomal structure and 

was knighted by the Queen in 2012.  

 The Order of Merit is an exclusive mark of honour conferred by the British sovereign. 
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India & Cambodia: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen exchanged 

4 MoUs signed in areas of culture, wildlife and health.  

 These included one in the field of health and medicine between the Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare of India and Ministry of Health, Cambodia.  

 The second MoU was signed regarding reintroduction of tigers in Cambodia. 
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Countering Financing of Terrorism - No Money for 

Terror: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Home Ministry will organise the third Ministerial Conference on Countering Financing 

of Terrorism - No Money for Terror.  

 It will be held in New Delhi on 18 November 2022. The two - day conference aims to 

progress the discussions on combating terrorist financing held by the international community 

in the previous two Conferences in Paris and Melbourne. 
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United States Department of Treasury: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The United States Department of Treasury has removed India from its Currency 

Monitoring List. Along with India, the United States also removed Italy, Mexico, 

Thailand and Vietnam from the list.  

 China, Japan, Korea, Germany, Malaysia, Singapore, and Taiwan are a part of it. The 

countries that have been removed from the list have met only one out of three criteria for two 

consecutive reports. 
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World Pneumonia Day: 12th November: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Pneumonia Day is observed every year on 12 Nov to raise awareness about 

Pneumonia disease. Any infection causing an inflammatory response in the lung is 

referred to as pneumonia.  

 It is responsible for the majority of death of children below 5 around the world. This day was 

first observed in 2009 by Global Coalition against Child Pneumonia. 2022 Theme: ' 

Pneumonia Affects Everyone '. 
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Virat Kohli: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Virat Kohli becomes the first to score 4000 T20I runs. He was also the first to breach the 

3000 run mark in the shortest format for India.  

 Star Indian batter Suryakumar Yadav on 6th Nov 2022 became the first Indian player to score 

1,000 T20 International runs in a calendar year.  

 Virat Kohli becomes 1st player to register a hat - trick in the history to mark the continuous 

three Half Century. 
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ICC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The ICC board has unanimously re - elected Greg Barclay as the Independent Chair of 

the International Cricket Council (ICC) for a second two - year term.  

 Barclay was originally appointed as the ICC Chair in November 2020. He was previously the 

Chair of New Zealand Cricket (NZC) and was a director of the ICC Men's Cricket World Cup 

2015. 
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Neeraj Chopra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Switzerland Tourism has appointed Olympic gold medalist Neeraj Chopra as its ' 

Friendship Ambassador ' to showcase and promote locations in the country to Indian 

travellers.  

 Chopra had also donated his gold - winning javelin to The Olympic Museum in Lausanne, 

Switzerland, in September 2022.  

 Mary Kom's gloves as well as Dhyan Chand's hockey are a part of the exhibits at the museum. 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

Unlaundered Truth: 

 A Special Court dealing with cases under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 

in Mumbai has made some extraordinarily scathing observations about the way the 

Enforcement Directorate (ED) functions.  

 While granting bail to Sanjay Raut, Shiv Sena (Uddhav Thackeray) MP, the court has termed 

his arrest not only illegal but also one recorded for “no reason” at all. The grant of bail and 

the observations made by Special Judge M.G. Deshpande have galvanised the ED to file an 

immediate appeal before the Bombay High Court, but the lengthy order contains enough 

material to substantiate the charge by Opposition parties that central agencies are being 

utilised to hound political opponents.  

 The judge has found that the underlying criminal case of cheating concerned another set of 

people who had committed misdeeds, but they were not arrested. As far as Mr. Raut and his 

associate, Pravin Raut, who has also been given bail, were concerned, it was essentially a civil 
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dispute, and there was nothing to show that money involved in their transactions were 

“proceeds of crime”.  

 Their arrest under the PMLA was illegal, the court said, because there was no underlying 

scheduled offence. The ED has alleged that the proceeds of the fraudulent sale of tenements 

pertaining to a re-development project at Patra Chawl in Mumbai, amounted to ₹1,039 crore.  

 It had further alleged that Mr. Pravin Raut was a proxy for Sanjay Raut, and that the latter and 

his wife had utilised ₹95 crore out of the proceeds to buy assets. The misuse of agencies 

seems to be an unlaundered truth, going by the court’s remarks. There has indeed been a 

disproportionate targeting of non-BJP political leaders by investigating agencies of the Union 

government.  

 While lawyers and activists have been arrested under anti-terrorism laws, mainstream 

political opponents often see tax raids and money-laundering cases. The latter class of cases is 

made possible by the PMLA that permits the ED to register a money-laundering case 

whenever there is an FIR by the police involving a given list of offences.  

 In a sardonic comment, the Special judge has noted that the ED works at great speed while 

making an arrest, but proceeds with the trial at a snail’s pace. ED officers seem to be aware 

only of Section 19 (power to arrest) and Section 45 (stringent conditions for bail), but not the 

fact that they should also hold a trial. 

 The judge’s remarks also drive home the fact that money-laundering prosecutions have an 

abysmally low rate of convictions. Instead of rushing to file appeals against adverse orders, 

central agencies ought to reflect on the manner in which they are being utilised for political 

ends. 

Research First: 

 The University Grants Commission’s decision to remove the mandatory requirement of 

getting research papers published in peer-reviewed journals before submitting a PhD thesis is 

a bid to stem the unhealthy practice of many scholars paying substandard, predatory journals 

to publish their papers without sufficient review, which has weakened the quality of India’s 

doctoral education.  

 Seen from this angle, the UGC’s move is indeed the right one. Studies have shown that a 

majority of doctoral students publish in such journals, rather than go through the more time-

consuming process of submitting their drafts to reputed journals, awaiting review and 

revising.  

 Given the insufficiency of scholarships and stipends, many students are also in a hurry to 

complete their doctoral degrees rather than taking the time needed for quality research. The 

removal of a compulsory requirement is also in line with global regulatory standards.  

 However, while paper publication is not mandated in most countries, it is certainly considered 

essential for any top researcher, with many theses consisting in their entirety of published 

papers.  

 The UGC has also emphasised that it would be advisable for scholars to publish papers in 

high-quality journals for their own sake, as it would add value to their PhD for any post-

doctoral opportunities.  

 The regulator hopes that by removing the mandatory requirement, it can help create a more 

conducive atmosphere for self-motivated research by students and universities, as is found in 

the IITs which do not have such a requirement.  
 The removal of the mandatory requirement is also an acknowledgement of the diversity in 

academic disciplines; in some branches of the humanities, the publication of a monograph is a 

more accepted method of communicating with academic peers than journal papers, while top 
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computer science researchers may value conference presentations over journal publications. 

Patents obtained are also seen as a better indication of the quality of research in some 

disciplines.  

 Removing the mandatory requirement will thus allow for more innovation. There is, however, 

some concern that the removal of mandatory requirements will result in a further dilution of 

quality, as the worth of a researcher and a university is judged on the basis of papers 

published and cited, with funding also dependent on such benchmarks.  

 To encourage students to publish in reputed journals even without a mandatory requirement 

from now puts the onus on university research advisory councils and doctoral supervisors to 

up their game.  

 Given that a reason students rush to publish is the need to quickly complete their PhDs due to 

financial constraints, higher levels of funding are urgently needed to ensure that the UGC’s 

move does not backfire. 
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