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December 6, 2022 

Parakram Diwas: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 To mark the 51st anniversary of India's victory in the Longewala battle during the 1971 

war, Parakram Diwas was celebrated at Longewala War Memorial in Rajasthan on 

December 5, 2022.  

 Several programs will be organized on this occasion at the Sagat Singh Stadium. The 

Longewala battle between India and Pakistan in 1971 was one of the biggest and most 

decisive battles. 

 

World Bank: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The World Bank has informed that the Indian economy is set to grow at 6.9 per cent in 

2022-23, raising its forecast of 6.5 per cent growth made in October 2022. 

 It however saw the government meeting the fiscal deficit target of 6.4 per cent of the GDP in 

2022-23. World Bank expects the inflation at 7.1 per cent in current fiscal year. 
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President's Standard and Colour and Indian Navy 

Crest: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 President of India has approved introduction of a new design for the President's Standard and 

Colour and Indian Navy Crest for the Indian Navy. These were unveiled at Visakhapatnam on 

Navy Day on 4 Dec 2022. 

 The erstwhile design of the President's Standard and Colour for the Indian Navy was 

instituted on 6 Sep 2017. The Crest has been amended to replace the foul anchor with a 

Clear Anchor. 
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Forbes ' philanthropy list: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Gautam Adani emerged as one of the three Indian billionaires being featured in Forbes ' 

philanthropy list for 2022.  

 Shiv Nadar, and Ashok Soota, as well as Malaysian-Indian businessman Brahmal Vasudevan 

and his lawyer wife Shanthi Kandiah, joined Adani in the 16th edition of the list.  

 Adani's Rs 60,000 crore pledge makes him one of India's most generous philanthropists. 
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Bamboo sector: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar has approved the formation of an Advisory 

Group for streamlining the development of the Bamboo sector. 

 The Advisory Group has a representation of various stakeholders including academicians, 

researchers, innovators, etc.  

 The restructured National Bamboo Mission was launched during 2018-19 as a Centrally 

Sponsored Scheme. 

 

World Ayurveda Congress: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 PM Modi will dedicate three national Ayush institutes to the nation on 10 December 2022 at 

the 9th World Ayurveda Congress in Goa.  

 The three institutes include, All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIA) in Goa, National 

Institute of Unani Medicine (NIUM) in Ghaziabad and National Institute of 

Homoeopathy (NIH) in Delhi. They will further strengthen the research and facilitate 

affordable Ayush services. 
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'Technotex 2023': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India's premier show on Technical Textiles - 'Technotex 2023' will be held in Mumbai 

from 22nd to 24th February 2023. It is the largest event in the technical textile industry 

in India. 

 It is focused on providing its attendees access and networking opportunities to meet top 

CEOs, manufacturers, industry peers, purchase managers, and suppliers from India and 

around the globe. 
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'Banker's Bank of the Year Award 2022': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Canara Bank won the 'Banker's Bank of the Year Award 2022' for India segment at the 

Global Banking Summit held London in December 2022.  

 Bank Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer LV Prabhakar received the award from 

the organisers.  

 The Banker's magazine is a premier global banking and finance resource for more than 180 

countries across the world. 
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Noise & Virat Kohli: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 India's consumer tech brand, Noise appointed Virat Kohli as its new brand ambassador 

on 4 December 2022. Gaurav Khatri is a co-founder of Noise.  

 Noise and Virat Kohli- both are leaders in the smart connected lifestyle industry and the 

cricket world respectively.  

 According to International Data Corporation, in 2021, India-based vendors captured over 65 

% of shipments in the TWS category. 
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Mahaparinirvan Divas: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India observes 6 December as Mahaparinirvan Divas to mark the death anniversary of 

Dr. BR Ambedkar.  

 On 6 Dec 1956, he passed away. The day is observed to commemorate his contribution to 

society. 

 BR Ambedkar, the father of the Indian Constitution, was born on April 14, 1891. He was also 

among the 7 members of the drafting committee who prepared a draft of the Constitution of 

independent India. 
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Conference on Soil Health Management for 

Sustainable Farming: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Narendra Singh Tomar inaugurated 

Conference on Soil Health Management for Sustainable Farming on 5 December 2022.  

 In two phases, more than 22 crore Soil Health Cards have been distributed to farmers across 

the country.  

 So far, 499 permanent Soil Testing Laboratories and 2395 Village-level Soil Testing 

Laboratories have been established in the Country. 
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Hampi Kannada University's Nadoja Award: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Sri Jayadeva Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences and Research, Bengaluru, director Dr 

C N Manjunath, and writers Krishnappa G and S Shadakshari have been chosen for 

Hampi Kannada University's Nadoja Award. 

 Dr Manjunath's contributions in the medical field and social services, Krishnappa's to 

literature and Shadakshari's in the field of literature and social services have been considered. 
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Chennai International Film Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The 20th Chennai International Film Festival will begin on December 15 in Chennai. 

More than 100 films from 51 countries will be screened at the festival, which will be held 

till December 22. 

 Indo Cine Appreciation Foundation and PVR jointly organize this festival. More than 100 

films from many countries including Argentina, Belgium, Australia, USA, Hungary and 

Pakistan are being screened. 

 

India - Central Asia meeting: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The first India - Central Asia meeting of the National Security Advisers was held in New 

Delhi on December 2022. National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval addresses the meeting.  

 This is the first time India is hosting a conclave of top security officials from Central 

Asian countries including Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. 
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India & Germany: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 A meeting was held between External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar and Federal Foreign 

Affairs Minister of Germany Annalena Baerbock in New Delhi on 5 December 2022. 

 Both sides have signed a Migration and Mobility Agreement which will facilitate easier 

access for people to study, research and work in both countries.  

 Both sides discussed issues related to climate change, conflict in Ukraine, etc. 

 

Global aviation safety ranking: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 
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 India ranked 48th position in the global aviation safety ranking released by the International 

Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) on 5 December 2022.  

 India's score in terms of effective implementation of key safety elements has improved to 

85.49%, putting it ahead of China (49), Israel (50), and Turkey (54). Four years ago, 

India was in the 102nd position. Singapore has topped the chart. 

 

European Union-India Competition Week: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The European Union-India Competition Week, the 5th edition, was inaugurated in New 

Delhi on 5 December 2022. The Competition Week is scheduled to be held during 5-7 

December 2022. 
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 This technical cooperation program has provided a platform for dialogue and exchange of 

good practices between competition authority officials and experts from the EU and India. 

CCI Headquarters: New Delhi. 

 

"Migration and Development Brief": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 As per the World Bank report "Migration and Development Brief", India is set to receive $ 

100 billion as remittances in 2022.  

 In 2021 India received $ 89.4 billion in remittances. India is the 1st country in the world to 

receive $ 100 billion in remittances from migrant workers abroad.  

 With a share of 23 % of total remittances, the US surpassed the UAE as the top source 

country in 2020-21. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

A case for change: 

 The comments by Iran’s Attorney General Mohammad-Jafar Montazeri that the Islamic 

Republic had disbanded its infamous morality police, after months-long protests, suggest that 

the regime is finally willing to make concessions.  

 The latest spell of protests began in September after the death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old 

Kurdish-Iranian woman, who was in the custody of the morality police for wearing the hijab 

(headscarf) “improperly”.  

 Thousands of protesting youngsters, mostly women, took to the streets demanding an end to 

the mandatory hijab rules and calling for other reforms. The regime used repression and 

propaganda to bring the situation under control.  

 Hundreds have been killed while pro-government sections have blamed “foreign hands” for 

the protests. But none of this has helped restore order. It was against this background that Mr. 

Montazeri said the morality police had been abolished and that the regime was reviewing the 

hijab rules.  

 There is still no official announcement and the protesters remain cautious. But the authorities 

have not dismissed Mr. Montazeri’s comments either. A bigger question, however, is whether 

this would be enough to placate the protesters. Iran’s theocratic system is unique in both its 

substance and functioning.  

 While it ensures that the clergy remains firmly in control, it also draws legitimacy from 

presidential and legislative elections. Principalists, the status quoist defenders of the 

revolution, and moderates, who call for gradual reforms from within, are the main opposing 

camps in the electoral field.  

 The reformists, including former Presidents Mohammad Khatami and Hassan Rouhani, often 

acted as safety valves in an otherwise tightly held system. But the two terms of each of these 

Presidents brought in little systemic change, leading to pent-up frustration. The U.S.-led 

economic sanctions made matters worse for Iran’s rulers.  
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 The clerical establishment responded by consolidating more powers in its hands. All branches 

of the Iranian state — the Presidency, the judiciary and the Majlis — are now controlled by 

the hardliners, who always have the office of the Supreme Leader.  

 But this concentration of power in a few hands and the sidelining of the moderates seem to 

have boomeranged. The death of Amini lit a fuse leaving the regime in a spot. The 

sustainability of any system is dependent on its ability to reform from within.  

 Iran’s post-revolutionary order has resisted the calls for reforms till now. But as the revolution 

ages and the calls for change get stronger, the Ayatollahs face their greatest dilemma — 

tighten their grip further, risking more blowback, or start gradual political and social reforms. 

Faith and freedom: 

 

 Protracted litigation in the name of combating forcible religious conversion is taking up 

valuable time of courts. The Supreme Court is hearing a purported Public Interest Litigation 

(PIL) seeking action to curb deceitful religious conversion in the country.  

 Not wanting to be left behind, the Gujarat government is seeking the removal of a stay on a 

provision in its anti-conversion law that requires prior permission from the District Magistrate 

for any conversion done “directly or indirectly”.  

 The Gujarat High Court had correctly stayed Section 5 of the Gujarat Freedom of Religion 

Act, 2003 (amended in 2021 to include ‘conversion by marriage’), while also staying the 

operation of other provisions that sought to cover inter-faith marriages as instances of illegal 

conversion.  

 The High Court had noted that the prior permission requirement would force someone to 

disclose one’s religious belief or any change of faith, contrary to Supreme Court rulings that 

say marriage and faith involve an individual’s choice.  

 In a strange claim, Gujarat argues that the stay on Section 5 is affecting even genuine inter-

faith marriages that involve no fraud or coercion, as those who usually solemnise such 

marriages are unable to do so.  

 This is based on a claim that the prior permission requirement obviates the need to question 

the genuine nature of the conversion, if any, consequent upon an inter-religious marriage.No 

one would buy the claim that the provision enables voluntary conversion.  

 Freedom of religion is protected only when no questions are raised and no suspicion 

entertained based on the mere fact that an inter-faith marriage has taken place. Common sense 

would suggest that forcing someone to disclose an intent to change one’s faith violates 

freedom of conscience and the right to privacy.  

 Also, when a separate appeal against the High Court’s interim orders staying the provisions is 

pending before the Supreme Court, there was no need for the State government’s petition 

seeking to revive the prior permission requirement as part of the ongoing hearing on the PIL 

against religious conversions.  

 On the larger issue, the observations of a Supreme Court Bench headed by Justice M.R. Shah 

to the effect that religious conversion through “allurement” or charity work is a serious 

problem indicate an eagerness to goad the Government into coming up with anti-conversion 

measures on a national scale.  

 It is questionable whether courts should entertain exaggerated allegations of rampant 

fraudulent conversions across the country, instead of leaving it to States to identify the extent 

of the problem, if any, and adopt steps to protect religious freedom and communal harmony. 
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