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December 27, 2022 

Power Ministry & DRDO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Power Ministry and the Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO, have 

signed an MoU for implementation of Early Warning System for Vulnerable Hydro 

Projects and Power Stations on 27 December 2022. 

 It is to work jointly towards developing suitable mitigation measures against avalanches, 

landslides, and other geo-hazards. Government has taken the initiative of implementing EWS 

in Hilly regions. 

 

"Dance to Decarbonize": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Petroleum and Natural Gas ministry has organised a one-day event the "Dance to 

Decarbonize" to produce renewable energy on 23 December 2022. The renewable 

energy produced by dance will be utilized to charge electric vehicles.  

 Through the use of dance and music, the event hopes to increase participation in the 

sustainability topic. India has set a goal of attaining net-zero emissions by 2070. 
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Ranking system for MSME borrowers: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Credit information company Trans Union Cibil launched a ranking system for MSME 

borrowers on 26 December 2022. 

 The 'FIT Rank' launched by Trans Union Cibil in association with Online PSB Loans, will 

rate the over 6 crores MSMEs by drawing inputs from their current accounts.  

 It will score between 1-10 to rate a borrower after taking consent to draw the relevant data. 
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"Physical and functional access": 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud has constituted a committee headed by SC 

judge Justice S Ravindra Bhat to conduct an audit of "physical and functional access" 

of the Supreme Court premises in December 2022.  

 It will prepare a report on the accessibility audit, result of the survey of persons with disability 

and recommendations / proposals geared towards removing the barriers to access. 
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SBIFML: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 SBI Funds Management Limited (SBIFML) has announced the appointment of 

Shamsher Singh as its new MD & CEO in December 2022. SBIFML is a joint venture 

between State Bank of India and Amundi, Europe's largest asset manager.  

 He has more than 32 years of rich experience working with State Bank of India in various 

verticals He joined State Bank of India as Probationary Officer in June 1990. 
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Anil Kumar Lahoti: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Anil Kumar Lahoti has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of 

the Railway Board on 26th December 2022. He was a former general manager of 

Central Railway. He was appointed as a member of the board in December 2022. 

 He will take over the chairmanship from Vinay Kumar Tripathi on January 1, 2023. He is a 

1984 batch Indian Railway Service of Engineers (IRSE) officer. 
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Garuda Aerospace: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Garuda Aerospace has become the first drone startup in India on 25 December 2022 to 

receive 'Type Certification' and 'Remote Pilot Training Organisation' (RTPO) approval 

by the DGCA for its indigenously designed Kisan drone. 

 Kisan Drone has been designed keeping in mind the works related to agriculture. India 

introduced type certification in August 2021 under the Drone Rules. 
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Maharashtra: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Maharashtra passes unanimous resolution to include Belagavi areas. Belagavi region is 

one of the oldest and well cultured historical places in the Western Ghats. Its early 

name, Venugrama, was derived from bamboo characteristic the region.   

 In 1956, It was incorporated into Karnataka state with the passage of the States 

Reorganization Act. As per the 2011 census, 68.40 % speak Kannada, 18.70 % Marathi, and 

9.79 % Urdu as their first language. 

 

'Ekalabya Puraskar': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The 'Ekalabya Puraskar' for the year 2022 was presented to cyclist Swasti Singh on 24 

December 2022. This award is given every year to encourage young sporting talents.  

 Football player Pyari Xaxa and Hockey player Shilanda Lakra were also honored at the event. 

Billiards and snooker world champion Pankaj Advani was the chief guest while Pranati 

Mishra was the guest of honor at the event. 
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RuPay credit cards: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 The State Bank of India (SBI), ICICI Bank and Axis Bank have announced to issue 

RuPay credit cards on Unified Payment Interface (UPI) by March 2023.  

 At present Union Bank of India, Punjab National Bank, Indian Bank and HDFC bank have 

gone live on the RuPay credit card segment on the UPI platform. In June 2022, the Reserve 

Bank of India allowed linking of credit cards to UPI. 

 

An artificial heart: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Researchers at IIT Kanpur have developed an artificial heart, which will prove to be 

helpful for people suffering from cardiac problems. After success in the trial, 

transplantation can be done in humans in the next two years.  

 Artificial heart is being developed to reduce the sufferings of the patients. India imports 80 

percent of equipment and implants from abroad. 

 

Pralay: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Indian Army to deploy Pralay missiles along China, Pakistan borders The Union 

Defence ministry approved a proposal on 25 December 2022 to buy around 120 'Pralay' 

ballistic missiles to be deployed along the China, and Pakistan borders. 

 The missile will be inducted first into the Indian Air Force and then into the Indian Army. It is 

a surface to-surface short range ballistic missile developed by the DRDO for battlefield use. It 

has a range of 150 to 500 km. 
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NIRMAN Accelerator Program: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Ministry of Science and Technology has announced that fifteen Startups selected 

for product accelerator program for innovators developing sustainable solutions in 

December 2022.   

 Startup Incubation and Innovation Centre (SIIC) launched the NIRMAN Accelerator 

Program. It is the first cohort of the manufacturing accelerator program launched by IIT 

Kanpur. 
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CEBR: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 UK based Centre for Economics and Business Research (CEBR) predicted in December 

2022 that India will become the third - largest economy by 2037. Its annual report titled 

'World Economic League Table' tracks macroeconomic developments globally.  

 It expects the Indian economy to grow by 6.8 % in 2022-23. In the next 5 years, India's annual 

economic growth is expected to average 6.4 %. 
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Dharmadam: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan's constituency Dharmadam has become the 

first complete library constituency in India in December 2022.  

 Kerala which was the first state to achieve 100 % literacy status in India is also the only state 

in India that has a library in every village. Puthuvayil Narayana Panicker of Kerala is known 

as the Father of the Library Movement in India. 
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'Eat Right Campus': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Food Safety and Standard Authority of India (FSSAI) awarded the Bulandshahr 

prison of Uttar Pradesh a five star rating and the tag 'Eat Right Campus' on 25 

December 2022.  

 Bulandshahr Jail is the second prison after Farrukhabad jail to get this tag from Uttar Pradesh. 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has been set up under the Food 

Safety and Standards Act, 2006. 
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Statue of Atal Bihari Vajpayee: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Madhya Pradesh government announced to build a huge statue of former prime 

minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and a research center as part of his grand memorial in 

Gwalior.  

 The government has allotted nearly 4,050 hectares of land to build a memorial of Vajpayee. It 

was announced during the 'Gwalior Gaurav Diwas' function to mark the 98th birth 

anniversary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 
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New method for freezing and storing coral larvae: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Scientists working on Australia's Great Barrier Reef successfully tested a new method 

for freezing and storing coral larvae on 25 December 2022.  

 Cryogenically frozen coral can be stored and later reintroduced into the wild but the process 

requires sophisticated equipment including lasers.  

 A new lightweight "Cryomesh" could be manufactured more cheaply and better protect 

corals. 
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'Bomb Cyclone': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Joe Biden declares emergency in New York due to 'Bomb Cyclone'. A bomb cyclone, or 

bombogenesis, is a quickly intensifying storm that occurs when air pressure drops 20 

millibars or more within 24 hours. 

 It is formed when frigid Arctic air from the polar vortex met very warm air to the east. It can 

produce winds of 120 to 155 km / h. 
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Taste Atlas Awards: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 According to Taste Atlas Awards announced in December 2022, India ranks fifth on the 

list of best cuisines in the world for 2022. While the top spot has been secured by Italy, 

Greece is a close second, followed by Spain and Japan. 

 However, among the world's best 'traditional' dishes, Shahi Paneer from India made it under 

the top 50 ranking at the 28th spot. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

For a spot in the final: 

 The 2-0 away series win against a spirited Bangladesh side has come at a critical time for 

India. Even as it helps the team stay on course for a spot in the ICC World Test 

Championship final next summer, the victory aids in clearing a few clouds that had set over 

the team after the defeat suffered at the hands of England in the Men’s T20 World Cup last 

month and the ODI series loss to Bangladesh earlier this December.  

 The third and final ODI in Chattogram — a dead rubber — had indeed brought the first whiff 

of fresh air, with Ishan Kishan smashing the fastest-ever double hundred and providing a 

glimpse of the exhilaratingly new approach India can adopt in the lead up to the 2023 Men’s 

Cricket World Cup.  

 The Test series triumph completes that cycle of positivity. There were many individual 

performances that will ease nerves and warm hearts. Rishabh Pant’s return to his 

swashbuckling best, Cheteshwar Pujara’s century-making touch, left-arm unorthodox spinner 

Kuldeep Yadav’s successful reintegration — his non-selection for the Mirpur Test despite a 

player-of-the-match performance in the first Test in Chattogram notwithstanding — Shubman 

Gill’s maiden hundred and R. Ashwin’s all-round brilliance will boost India ahead of the 

home series against Australia in February-March.  
 But for all the happiness and delight, there are two discordant notes — India’s travails against 

quality spin bowling and the form of Virat Kohli and K.L. Rahul. It is now accepted that the 

current era of Indian players do not compare favourably with those from the previous 

generations when it comes to countering spin.  

 With multiple series shoe-horned into the season, top cricketers, especially those who play all 

three formats, have no time for domestic cricket. It is no surprise that Shreyas Iyer, who 
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grafted his way through the First Class route, is currently the best player on turning tracks, a 

fact reiterated in the Test series.  

 This malaise has been exacerbated by the overall rough patch Kohli and Rahul are going 

through. Though Kohli seems to have turned over a new leaf in limited overs cricket, that 

confidence has not seeped into his Test batting. In 36 innings since his last century at Eden 

Gardens in November 2019 against Bangladesh, he has totalled just 917 runs at 26.20, with 

six fifties.  

 Rahul last made a half-century at the start of the year, eight innings ago. There will be a 

month’s respite from these worries as India shifts focus to the six T20Is and six ODIs at home 

against Sri Lanka and New Zealand. But the scrutiny will return when Australia comes 

calling. 

Power roller-coaster: 

 There seems to be no limit to the opportunism in Nepal’s top polity. Newly minted Prime 

Minister Pushpa Kumar Dahal’s Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist-Centre) was part of a six-

party alliance led by the Nepali Congress that collectively finished just above the absolute 

majority mark in the parliamentary elections held in November.  

 The CPN(M-C) won just 11.13% of the votes, getting 32 seats in the 275-member House of 

Representatives. The party’s poor performance was hardly any disincentive for Mr. Dahal to 

claim the post of prime minister from his party’s senior partner, the NC.  

 After being denied this, legitimately, in his blatant hunger for power, he immediately took the 

expedient route of aligning with the leading Opposition party, the Communist Party of Nepal 

(Unified Marxist-Leninist) led by Khadga Prasad Oli, securing the Prime Minister’s post, for 

a period of half of the term of the new government.  

 The new coalition led by the UML and the Maoists includes the newcomer Rastriya 

Swatantra Party (RSP) and five smaller parties. The RSP promised a break in the political 

wheeling-dealing that has characterised Nepali politics but the fact that it jumped at the first 

chance to join an opportunist alliance — its leader Rabi Lamichhane is now Deputy Prime 

Minister and a Home Minister in the government — would have belied the hopes of its 

adherents.  
 The renewal of the alliance between the two “leftist” parties — barely years after the falling 

out between the UML faction led by Mr. Oli and the Maoists led to a change of government 

with the NC aligning with the Maoists and a smaller UML faction led by Madhav Kumar 

Nepal besides other parties — suggests that the loaves of power, rather than ideology or 

principle, are what are more tempting for Mr. Oli and Mr. Dahal.  

 The “Left” alliance had after all broken up due to legitimate grievances with Mr. Oli’s 

authoritarian attitude and his manoeuvres to hold on to power. For Mr. Dahal to repeat his 

habit of performing political volte-faces and to join hands with Mr. Oli despite a clear 

mandate for the pre-election coalition that he was a part of, suggests yet another period of 

opportunistic political wrangling that would hamper governance in Nepal.  

 Mr. Oli has managed to make the best out of an unfavourable situation for his party by 

securing nominations to the post of President and Speaker from his party, reportedly as part of 

the arrangement with Mr. Dahal, besides gaining plum ministerial posts to help with the usual 

politics of patronage.  

 But by subverting mandates for short-term gains, the Maoists and the UML are only 

perpetuating instability and lowering the trust of the people in the democratic system in a 

country that endured two upheavals to become a constitutional republic 
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