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December 25, 2022 

Indian Science Conference:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Indian Science Conference will be held in Nagpur in January in which leading 

scientists, researchers and educators from India will participate. The conference will be 

held from 3rd January to 7th January 2023. 

 Nobel laureate scientists are expected to participate in this conference, which is held to 

encourage involvement in the field of science and technology. It will be held under the theme 

Science and Technology for Sustainable Development with Empowerment of Women. 

 

Ladakh Losar festival:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Ladakh Losar festival is celebrated on December 24 to mark the Ladakh New Year. 

Ladakh New Year is a major socio-religious festival of Ladakh celebrated in winter.  

 Losar Festival is one of the major festivals of tourists in winter as the festival is often 

celebrated with traditional events of many ritualistic performances, songs and dances. 
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Good Governance Day: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Good Governance Day is observed annually on 25th December in India and 

commemorates the birth anniversary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

 Good Governance Day was established in 2014 as a tribute to former Prime Minister Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee to create awareness about accountability in governance among the people of 

India. He passed away on 16 August 2018 at the age of 93. 
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Kolkata International Film Festival: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Kura Pokkhir Shunye Ura (The Golden Wings of Watercocks) of Bangladesh and Upon 

Entry of Spain won the Best Film Award at the 28th Kolkata International Film 

Festival. 

 Upon Entry is a film from Spain which is a story about the unexpected interrogation of a 

couple from Barcelona that has to go through after landing in New York with pre-approved 

immigration visas. 

 Kura Pokkhir Shunye Ura is a Bangladeshi Film that revolves around the journey of a peasant 

who is affected by the fury of nature. 
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‘Block Chain’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 For the first time in Tamil Nadu, 'block chain' technology has been introduced in the 

anti-trafficking department (Temple Statue Issues).  

 Through this website, the public can file a complaint about idol smuggling, theft and 

hoarding. 

 And one's complaint can be viewed on the website only by the concerned authority. This 

information will be kept confidential.. A new website has been created for this technology.  
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Thalappil Pradeep: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Professor Thalappil Pradeep, Indian Scientist, India Institute of Technology, Madras 

received VinFuture special Prize on 20th December 2022 in Hanoi. 

 Prof Thalappil Pradeep was awarded for the innovation of a low-cost filtration system to 

remove arsenic and other heavy metals from groundwater. 
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Richard R. Verma: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 President Biden has appointed Indian-American Richard R. Verma as the Deputy 

Secretary of State for Management and Resources. 

 He has experience as the US Ambassador to India during the former US President Obama 

administration and has also served as Assistant Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs. 
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Beth Mead: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Beth Mead has been awarded the BBC Sports Personality of the Year for 2022 as she 

was the player of the tournament and top scorer at Euro 2022. Beth Mead defeated 

Germany in the finals at Wembley to win England’s first major women’s football trophy.  

 The 27-year-old competed against Ben Stokes and Ronnie O’Sullivan for the BBC Sports 

Personality of the Year for 2022 award. 

 

Forbes: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Forbes has released its annual list of the world's highest-paid female athletes. Japan's 

Naomi Osaka has topped the list. 

 USA's Serena Williams is 2nd, China's Eileen Gu is 3rd, Britain's Emma Radukan is 4th, 

Poland's Ika Switek is 5th and India's PV Sindhu is 12th. 

 

Hockey Men's World Cup: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 2023 Hockey Men's World Cup series will be held in Odisha state of India from 13th to 

29th January 2023. 16 countries will participate and play.  

 India have been placed in Group D with England, Spain and Wales in the series and 

Harmanpreet Singh has been appointed as the captain of the Indian team, while Amit Rohitas 

has been appointed as the vice-captain of the Indian team. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Fighting cancer: 

 India has taken up the fight against cervical cancer in earnest with the Central government 

announcing that it will roll out vaccination for girls aged between 9 and 14 years through 

schools.  

 The decision comes at a critical juncture with a study in The Lancet published this month 

showing that India accounts for the highest number of cervical cancer cases in Asia, followed 

by China. More than 58% of all cases of cervical cancer and deaths globally were estimated in 

Asia with India accounting for 21% of cases and 23% of deaths, followed by China (18% and 

17%).  

 Cervical cancer is a preventable and treatable cancer. It is caused by infection with the human 

papillomavirus (HPV) and there are vaccines which protect against carcinogenic HPV. With 

more than 6,00,000 women diagnosed with cervical cancer worldwide in 2020, the World 

Health Organization laid down several guidelines that countries need to follow to eliminate it 

as a public health problem.  

 According to the International Agency for Research on Cancer, the WHO has specified that 

countries must reach and maintain an incidence rate of fewer than 4 new cases of cervical 

cancer per 1,00,000 women a year.  

 To achieve that goal, it is necessary that 90% of girls will have to be fully vaccinated with the 

HPV vaccine by the age of 15. To that end, the government’s intent to introduce the HPV 

vaccine in the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) is a welcome move. India’s 

immunisation network, as was evident during COVID-19, has worked well, and diseases such 

as polio and maternal and neonatal tetanus have been eliminated.  

 The UIP is one of the largest public health programmes targeting over 2 crore newborns and 2 

crore pregnant women annually, and offers free vaccines for at least 12 diseases. To battle 
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cervical cancer, India is expected to roll out the indigenously developed Cervavac vaccine by 

mid-2023.  

 It has received the Drugs Controller General of India’s approval and has been cleared by the 

National Technical Advisory Group for Immunisation for use in the UIP programme. The 

vaccination will be provided primarily through schools, but importantly the government has 

clarified that girls who do not go to school will be reached through community outreach and 

mobile teams.  

 This is a vital step because studies show that there is a link between cervical cancer incidence 

and human development index values, with progressively lower rates observed as HDI rises. 

Together with vaccination, screening programmes must be conducted to detect early signs of 

the disease to allow time for treatment. 

 

 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/

