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December 23, 2022 

Jal Jeevan Mission: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Union government has announced in December 2022, that over 19 crore rural 

households have access to tap water. Jal Jeevan Mission aims to provide potable, quality 

drinking water to every rural household by 2024.  

 Goa, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu became the first 'Har Ghar Jal' certified State 

and Union Territory. Burhanpur district of Madhya Pradesh is the first certified 'Har Ghar Jal' 

district in India. 

 

Rohini Nayyar prize: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Sethrichem Sangtam, who helped triple the incomes of 1,200 marginalised farmers in 

Eastern Nagaland, was awarde the first Rohini Nayyar prize for outstanding 

contribution to rural development.  

 Sangtam was presented with cash prize of Rs 10 lakh, a citation, and trophy. The prize has 

been instituted in memory of Rohini Nayyar, renowned economist who worked with the 

Planning Commission. 
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GSI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Ministry of Mines has approved the proposal of the Geological Survey of India 

(GSI) to procure two coastal vessels as a replacement to the existing vessels. The project 

is at an estimated cost of Rs.245.07 crore.  

 The induction of these two coastal vessels will augment the exploration activities of GSI in 

the marine domain. 
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IREDA & KFW: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) has signed a loan 

agreement with KFW (German Bank) namely, KFW VI line of credit for financing 

'Access to Clean Energy Projects' meant for decentralized solar applications. 

 The total sanctioned amount of the agreement is EUR 20 million. The entire amount has been 

utilized as of 30th March, 2022. 

 

MUFG Bank: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Japan's MUFG Bank has executed a 450 crore sustainable trade finance facility for Tata 

Power.  

 MUFG extended this financing to fund the procurement of TP Kirnali Limited or TPKL's two 

solar power projects-a 100 MW project in Parthur, Maharashtra and a 120MW project in 

Mesanka, Gujarat-under documentary trade finance. 

 

DAC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 The Defence Acquisition Council, DAC has approved Acceptance of Necessity for 24 

Capital Acquisition Proposals worth Rs 84,328 cr for the Armed Forces and Indian 

Coast Guard. 

 The decision to this effect was taken in DAC meeting chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh on 22 December 2022.  

 It will equip the Indian Army with Futuristic Infantry Combat Vehicles, Light Tanks and 

Mounted Gun System. 
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Nasal Covid vaccine: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 The Government has granted approval to Bharat Biotech's nasal Covid vaccine for 

booster dose. The nasal vaccine has been approved for those aged above 18 years.  

 The nasal vaccine BBV154 had received approval of the Drugs Controller General of India in 

November 2022 for restricted use in an emergency situation for those above 18 as a 

heterologous booster dose. 
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Aloke Singh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Aloke Singh appointed as the chief of Air India's low-cost airline business from January 

1, 2023. The Low Cost Carrier (LCC) business will comprise AirAsia India and Air 

India Express.  

 AirAsia India was launched in 2014 while Air India Express started operations in 2005. 

Currently, four airlines are part of the Tata group. They are Air India, Air India Express, 

AirAsia India and Vistara. 
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UIDAI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) headquarter in New Delhi has 

won the prestigious GRIHA Exemplary Performance Award 2022. 

 GRIHA (Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment) is a national rating system for 

green buildings in India.  

 It has been declared a winner among the existing highest rated building category. In 2021, 

UIDAI HQ building was adjudged the 2nd rank. 

 

AERB: 
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(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Senior nuclear scientist Dinesh Kumar Shukla has been appointed as the chairperson of 

the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) for a period of three years on 20 

December 2022. 

 He joined the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) in the year 1981 after completing the 

25th batch of BARC Training School. AERB Founded: 15 November 1983, AERB 

Headquarters: Mumbai. 

 

National Farmer's Day:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Kisan Divas or Farmer's Day in India or National Farmer's Day is celebrated on 23 

December every year. The day is celebrated to mark the anniversary of our India's fifth 

Prime Minister Choudhry Charan Singh. 

 He played an important part in the enactment and drafting of numerous agricultural reform 

bills. The theme for 2022 is: "Igniting Young Minds By Innovative Farmers". 
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First Infantry Museum: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 The country's first Infantry Museum has been opened for public at Mhow, Indore, 

Madhya Pradesh in December 2022.  

 It will showcase Infantry Corps history from 1747 to 2020, in which the sacrifice of valour 

and valiant soldiers have been preserved in statues, murals and photo galleries.  

 It is the first in the country and second in the world. Before this, such a museum was built in 

the USA. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

10 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

 

'Chillai Kalan': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 In Jammu and Kashmir, a 40 day intense cold period, Chilia-Kalan began on 21 

December 2022. 'Chillai Kalan' is the coldest and harshest winter period in Kashmir 

valley. 

 The 40 day period (Chillai Kalan) is followed by the 20 day long Chillai Khurd (small cold) 

and the 10 day long Chillai Bachcha (baby cold). Chillai Kalan starts on 21 December and 

lasts till 31 January. 
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24x7 piped drinking water project: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launched a 24x7 piped drinking water 

project 'Drink from Tap' in 19 cities of the state on 21 December 2022. About 5.5 lakh 

people in these cities will be benefited from the project.  

 These cities will get drinking water directly from the tap adhering to the quality parameters of 

the Bureau of Indian Standards. Odisha Governor: Ganeshi Lal. 
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Nepal: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Nepal elected member of United Nations Peacebuilding Commission. The United 

Nations Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) is a United Nations intergovernmental 

advisory body of both the General Assembly and the Security Council.  

 It supports peace efforts in conflict affected countries. Rabab Fatima is the incumbent chair of 

PBC. The commission is composed of 31 member states. Formed on: 20 December 2005. 

 

WTT: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Goa will host India's first ever World Table Tennis (WTT) series event from 27 Feb to 5 

March 2023 at the Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Stadium, Goa. WTT Series is the official 

professional table tennis series of events.  

 It will be hosted by Stupa Analytics Company, in association with the Goa government and 

the Table Tennis Federation of India (TTFI). TTFI Founded: 1926. TTFI President: Rahul 

Balot. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Beyond weapons: 

 Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelensky’s visit to Washington, his first overseas travel since 

Russia’s invasion on February 24, and the Biden administration’s decision to send a new $1.8 

billion military aid package, including Patriot missile defence systems and precision-guided 

missiles, are a testament to the deep relationship Ukraine and the U.S. share in the time of 

war.  

 Ukraine has already received American financial and military funding from approved 

assistance worth around $54 billion. The U.S. supply of long-range missiles (HIMARS) has 

played a major role in Ukraine’s recent battlefield advances in Kharkiv and Kherson, after its 

heavy losses in Donbas.  

 The Patriot missile system is expected to strengthen Ukraine’s air defences at a time when 

Russia is bombarding the energy grid and water supplies. In Washington, President Joe Biden 

discussed a 10-point peace formula with Mr. Zelensky (the details are unknown) and also 

promised continued support “for as long as it takes”.  

 Both leaders tried to send out a message of unity amid concerns of cracks in the western 

alliance as the war is continuing indefinitely with its massive economic costs. The U.S. has 

gradually stepped up its supply of weapons to Ukraine, but is still wary of sending offensive 

weapons out of fears of escalating the conflict.  

 Ukraine has relentlessly campaigned for more advanced weapons, including U.S. aircraft, 

tanks and long-range tactical missiles. While Mr. Biden said his administration would 

continue to back Ukraine, he also warned of the risks of sending offensive weapons to 

Ukraine, which could “break up NATO, the EU and the rest of world”.  

 Currently, Ukraine has a battlefield advantage, recapturing swathes of territories in the 

northeast and south. But Russia has air superiority. The Patriot missiles could offer some 

protection to Ukraine but could also prompt Russia to carry out heavier attacks. This leaves 

Mr. Biden in a dilemma.  
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 He is ready to bolster Ukraine’s defence but does not want to provoke a wider war between 

Russia and NATO. His Ukraine policy should not be an open-ended weapons supply package. 

The U.S. could help its ally but it should also push for a sustainable solution to the conflict.  

 It should use its continued support to Ukraine to mount pressure on Russia — as its weapons 

play a critical role in Kyiv’s counterattacks — and persuade Ukraine to resume direct 

negotiations. At this point, no military solution seems likely. Unless there is a credible push 

for talks, the war is likely to continue for the foreseeable future. 

Public sphere vitiated: 

 It has been nearly two months since business magnate Elon Musk took control of Twitter Inc. 

after a $44 billion acquisition. The fear that there would be a loosening of content standards 

under his helmsmanship has played itself out to be eerily true.  

 Yet, no one could have foreseen the chaos that has reigned since the takeover of the popular 

social media platform. There has been a whittling down of the workforce which has also 

included summary dismissals based on whimsical reasons.  

 The loss of employees, especially those working in the appeals process and other content 

moderation teams, has hurt redress processes. Poorly thought-out decisions such as users 

paying a monthly fee to get a “verified account” have been overturned after an embarrassing 

increase in impersonation.  

 The Twitter accounts of some journalists critical of Mr. Musk or who merely reported on a 

controversial decision by Mr. Musk to suspend the accounts of flight trackers have been 

suspended too without proper notice or explanation.  

 Twitter also came up with a controversial rule about users not posting links to specific and 

rival social media platforms. This resulted in a severe backlash and forced Mr. Musk to post a 

poll asking his over 122 million followers whether he should step down as the “head of 

Twitter”, and in turn eliciting a majority response in the affirmative.  

 Mr. Musk has now promised to find another CEO. The past two months have made it clear 

that Mr. Musk is out of his depth in running operations in a platform that has gained outsized 

significance and appeal despite being unable to remain a financial success consistently.  

 For better or worse, Twitter has become a key member of the Internet public sphere, 

connecting journalists, public officials and powerful corporate leaders to the people and 

allowing for the dispersal of news, opinions and critiques, even if it has also retained aspects 

related to hate speech, bullying and disinformation.  

 Twitter had tried to mitigate misgivings about the platform by coming up with content 

moderation principles and a rules-based order to govern content, although it has been a work 

in progress.  

 But ever since Mr. Musk took over, this has been overshadowed by his arbitrary diktats and 

posturing. He seems to be aware that the loss of advertisers (a process that has continued 

because of the lowering of content standards) and of reputation (because of his arbitrariness) 

will further hurt the company’s financial interests.  

 This explains why he has agreed to step down. But his innate tendency of being a political 

reactionary seems to get in the way of doing the right thing. A more democratic and well-

governed social media universe with newer platforms can help reduce the harm, but Twitter 

and its users also deserve better. 
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