
    

 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

 
 

1 

 TIA DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS  
  

  
  

December 22, 2022 

iDEX: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX), initiative of Department of Defence 

Production, has reached a milestone with the signing of its 150th contract.  

 The contract relates to an Indian Navy project of the Defence India Start-up Challenge (DISC 

7) SPRINT edition. The challenge was won by Altair Infrasec Pvt Ltd, Pune. 

 

NTPC Ltd & GE Power India Limited: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 NTPC Ltd, the country's largest power generating utility, and GE Power India Limited, have 

signed an MoU. It has been signed for feasibility to demonstrate technologies to reduce 

the carbon footprint of NTPC's existing coal fired power plants.  

 This first of a kind MoU aims at partnering on research, development and engineering of 

technologies. 
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Maritime Anti Piracy Bill 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Parliament has passed the Maritime Anti Piracy Bill 2022 with Rajya Sabha approving 

it on 21 December 2022. The Bill enables Indian authorities to take action against piracy 

on the high seas.  

 The Bill defines piracy as any illegal act of violence, detention, or destruction against a ship, 

aircraft, person, for private purposes, by the crew or passengers of a private ship or aircraft. 
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Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Rajya Sabha passed the Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill in December 2022. The 

Rajya Sabha, constitutionally the Council of States, is the upper house of the bicameral 

Parliament of India.  

 Founded: 3 April 1952. Deputy Chairman: Harivansh Narayan Singh.Seats: 250(238 

Elected + 12 Nominated). Secretary General: Pramod Chandra Mody. Chairman (Vice 

President of India): Jagdeep Dhankhar. 
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SPI: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Prime Minister Economic Advisory Council (PMEAC) on 20 December 2022 

released the Social Progress Index (SPI) for States and Districts prepared by the 

Institute for Competitiveness and Social Progress Imperative.  

 Puducherry has the highest SPI score of 65.99 in the country. Aizawl (Mizoram), Solan 

(Himachal Pradesh), and Shimla (Himachal Pradesh) are the top 3 best-performing districts. 

Pondicherry or Puducherry is now a Union Territory town bounded by the southeastern Tamil 

Nadu state. 

 It was a French colonial settlement in India until 1954. In 1674 the French East India 

Company set up a trading center at Pondicherry.  

 On 21 August 1693, during the Nine Years War, Pondicherry was captured by the Dutch. Lt. 

Governor: Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan. Chief Minister: N Rangasamy.  
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IEX: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Indian Energy Exchange (IEX) became the country's first carbon-neutral power 

exchange in December 2022. IEX voluntarily cancelled CERs (certified emissions 

reductions) from clean projects.  

 As per UNEP 2022 report, global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions must be cut 45 % by 2030 

to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees. Total global GHG emissions were estimated at around 

53 GTCO2eq in 2021. 
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PT Usha: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar has nominated legendary former athlete and 

MP PT Usha to the panel of Vice chairpersons in the Upper House on 21 Dec 2022.  

 YSRCP (Yuvajana Shramika Rythu Congress Party) member Vijai Sai Reddy has also been 

nominated along with her. 

 She was also elected as the president of the Indian Olympic Association in Dec 2022. PT 

Usha has won 4 Asian gold medals and 7 silver medals. 
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National Mathematics Day:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 National Mathematics Day is celebrated on 22 Dec every year to commemorate the birth 

anniversary of the famous mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan. He was born in 1887 in 

Erode, Tamil Nadu.  

 In 1911 Ramanujan published the 1st of his papers in the Journal of the Indian Mathematical 

Society. 1729 is known as the Ramanujan Number. He was elected a Fellow of the Royal 

Society of London in 1918. 
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 ‘H1’: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 Union minister of state for Space and Technology, Dr Jitendra Singh has announced 

that India's maiden human space flight 'H1' mission is targeted to be launched in the 

fourth quarter of 2024.  

 The Gaganyaan project was conceived in 2007 and it was formally started in 2018. Four 

Indian Air Force pilots have been identified as crew for the mission who are undergoing 

training in Russia. 
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UNESCO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5)  

 The Union Ministry of Culture announced on 20 December 2022 that Vadnagar town, 

and Sun Temple Modhera, Gujarat have been added to the tentative list of 

UNESCO's(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) world 

heritage sites.  

 Rock Cut Sculptures and reliefs of the Unakoti, Tripura have also been added in the list. With 

the addition of these three sites, UNESCO has 52 proposals in the tentative list of India. 

 

Vainu Bappu: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 On the celebrations of 50 years of operations of the Vainu Bappu 40-inch telescope, 

several stellar discoveries of the telescope were highlighted. The celebrations were held 

on the 15th and 16th of Dec 22 in Kavalur, Tamil Nadu.  

 The telescope set up by Professor Vainu Bappu has played a significant role in astronomy 

with major discoveries like the presence of rings around the planet Uranus. 
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Resolution on the mental health: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 India has voted in favour of a resolution on the mental health of UN peacekeepers.  

 The United Nations is an intergovernmental organization whose stated purposes are to 

maintain international peace and security, develop friendly relations among nations, achieve 

international cooperation. Founded: 24 October 1945. Headquarters: New York. 
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First Ever Resolution: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The United Nations Security Council has adopted its first ever resolution on Myanmar 

in 74 years to demand an end to violence. The resolution urges to immediately release all 

arbitrarily detained prisoners, including Suu Kyi and ex-President Win Myint.  

 It also demands an immediate end to all forms of violence and asks for all parties to respect 

human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law. 
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Brazil: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Brazil maintained their top spot in the FIFA World Ranking in December 2022 despite 

Argentina winning their first FIFA World Cup title since 1986 in Qatar 2022.  

 Brazil have held the number one position since February 2022, when they dethroned Belgium. 

Argentina and France have moved up one spot to second and third place, respectively. 
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Asian Wrestling Championships 2023: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The United World Wrestling (UWW) announced on 20 December 2022 that the 36th 

Asian Wrestling Championships 2023 will be held in New Delhi, from 28 March to 2 

April 2023. New Delhi will be hosting the event for the 7th time.  

 It will offer ranking points to the wrestlers which will determine their seedings for the World 

Championships to be held in Belgrade, Serbia from 16 to 24 Sept 2023. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Ties with Taliban: 

 In its latest outrageous decision, the Taliban regime has announced a ban on female students 

studying in universities. The “cabinet” meeting decision is one in a series that wipes out the 

many societal gains since 2001, the last time the Taliban was in power.  

 These decrees include banning Afghan schoolgirls from studying above grade six, job 

restrictions, and a ban on women at gyms and public parks, with public floggings for those 

travelling without male relatives chaperoning them.  

 In effect, a regime that is growing crueller and less rational by the day wants about half the 

country’s population out of public sight. Making the decision publicly and officially is the 

regime’s way of thumbing its nose at the international community by reneging on promises 

made during the Doha talks, including establishing an “inclusive” government.  

 The international community must now review its current policy towards the Taliban 2.0 

regime. While no country recognises the Taliban officially, many openly engage with the 

regime leaders; more than a dozen, including India, have diplomatic missions.  

 The Government has sought to explain its decision to go back into Afghanistan and to even 

meet with Ministers such as Sirajuddin Haqqani who were responsible for attacks and killings 

at Indian missions as a pragmatic policy to ensure India’s security and the smooth delivery of 

aid. In fact, these policies have only made it more comfortable for the Taliban to continue to 

rule, while giving shelter to terrorist organisations, including those that target India.  

 In addition, New Delhi’s decision to cancel all visas to Afghans hurt female students seeking 

an education in India the most. Instead of pleading helplessness, there is much that the global 

community can do, acknowledging that women’s rights are at the core of the issue with the 

Taliban, and not just a “desirable” outcome that is optional in Afghanistan’s future.  

 It must curtail engagement with the Taliban, which depends on external assistance to run its 

government structures. Leading nations should also create platforms outside Afghanistan for 
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non-Taliban Afghan leaders, particularly women who had been elected in the past, to regroup, 

organise and voice an alternative vision to the dark one the Taliban seems set at thrusting the 

country into. India, as a regional leader, must review its “hands-off” approach to the people of 

Afghanistan who have clearly suffered many deprivations in the past year.  

 Lofty words at the United Nations Security Council and other international for a have done 

very little to alleviate those hardships, and even less to further India’s interests or goodwill 

amongst a people that it has historically been seen as a good friend to. 

A concerning sequence: 

 The spurt in coronavirus cases reported out of China has triggered global alarm. India’s 

Health Ministry has issued a directive to States to send positive samples to the Indian SARS-

CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) to check for new, concerning strains.  

 The Health Minister, too, has called for a review meeting of the coronavirus situation in India. 

India’s official numbers suggest that, thus far, there is little to worry. There are only 3,408 

active cases.  

 Only one district has a test positivity rate of over 10% and only four between 5 and 10%, as 

per the latest available weekly data. India’s COVID-19 vaccination coverage has exceeded 

219.33 crore, and there are no signs of distress being reported out of hospitals.  

 However, the experience of previous years is that it is usually many weeks after which a 

noticeable spike, let alone a wave, is confirmed by health authorities.  

 There is scarce monitoring and mask mandates for public gatherings, airports and railway 

stations have been removed everywhere; so, low numbers do not necessarily mean new 

variants are not taking root.In China, despite reports of crowded mortuaries, hospital 

admissions piling up and stocked-out pharmacies, weekly death counts are officially in the 

single digits.  

 The prevalent opinion is that the lifting of curbs, after almost three years of some of the most 

restrictive containment measures, has now exposed a large swathe of people who lack ‘natural 

immunity’.  

 Some mathematical modelling projections calculate a million COVID-19 cases in the coming 

days in China. Given that much of the world has moved to normalcy in terms of travel, the 

concern is that this surge is likely to reverberate globally with many more infections, even in 

India, inevitable.  

 There are two key lessons that can be derived from the Chinese experience: long lockdowns 

cannot eliminate the virus or prevent the development of new strains, and the only reasonable 

defence possible against severe disease is via vaccines.  

 China has largely depended on home-grown vaccines such as CoronaVac and Sinopharm 

vaccines that rely on the inactivated virus technology. Despite 90% of the population 

receiving a single dose, and half, a second dose, the numbers in China suggest that waning 

immunity is a fait accompli.  

 The big lesson for India is to not only establish the prevalent coronavirus variants but also 

whether the administered vaccines continue to be efficacious. While most of the vaccines 

administered in India are Covishield, and thus of the spike protein, it may be time to 

accommodate for changes in the virus. The sequencing of strains by INSACOG should not 

remain an academic exercise. 
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