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December 21, 2022 

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar gets A grade by NAAC(National Assessment and 

Accreditation Council). Amritsar is a city in the northwestern Indian state of Punjab, 28 

kilometers from the border with Pakistan.  

 The Golden Temple situated there is the holiest gurdwara of the Sikh religion. According to 

the United Nations, as of 2018, Amritsar is the second-most populous city in Punjab. 

 The city has been chosen as one of the heritage cities for HRIDAY(National Heritage 

City Development and Augmentation Yojana) scheme. 

 

Assam Cabinet: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Assam cabinet has approved the proposal for grant of industry status to the tourism 

sector in the state, to boost investments and generate employment. The newly-

implemented policy aims for sustainable and environmentally friendly investment.  

 The infrastructure will be developed through Public Private Partnership mode, which will 

contribute to the overall development of the region. 
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LNG: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 Gail India and Japanese transport firm Mitsui OSK Lines, through its wholly owned 

subsidiary, has signed a time charter contract for a new-build liquefied natural gas 

(LNG) carrier. It has also been signed for joint ownership of an existing LNG carrier.  

 The vessel will be built by South Korean shipbuilder Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine 

Engineering with a charter period from 2023. 
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Pey Jal Survekshan: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Ground survey of Pey Jal Survekshan begins under AMRUT 2.0 Ministry of Housing 

and Urban Affairs (MOHUA) has kickstarted the ground survey of Pey Jal Survekshan 

from 15th December 2022.  

 The Pey Jal Survekshan under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 

(AMRUT) 2.0 was launched in September, 2022 Scores will be assigned to the cities and city-

water report cards, reflecting each city's water health, will be published. 
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Arnala: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Arnala, the first ship of the ASW SWC Project, being built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders & 

Engineers for the Indian Navy was launched on Dec 20, 2022 at Kattupalli, Chennai. 

 The ship has been named Arnala to signify the strategic maritime importance accorded 

to the island of Arnala. 

 The contract for building 8 ASW SWC ships was signed between Defence Ministry and 

GRSE, Kolkata in Apr 2019. 
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Gujarat Regularisation of Unauthorised 

Development Bill: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In Gujarat, the State Assembly passed the Gujarat Regularisation of Unauthorised 

Development Bill on 20 December 2022.  

 The Bill will regularise the illegal commercial, educational, and residential real estate 

buildings constructed in the State before October 2022 upon payment of a fee. The Bill 

replaced the Ordinance promulgated in October 2022. 
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SPARSH: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Bandhan Bank signs MoU to set up 'Sparsh' centres across the country. In 2021, the 

Ministry of Defence implemented SPARSH (System for Pension Administration 

Raksha). It is an integrated system for automation of sanction and disbursement of 

defence pension. 

 Earlier State Bank of India (SBI) and Punjab National Bank (PNB) were co-opted as Service 

Centres.  

 SPARSH envisages establishment of Service Centres to provide last mile connectivity to 

pensioners. It will provide services to the defence pensioners through its 557 branches. 
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Swadesh Darshan 2.0: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Gaya and Nalanda in Bihar have been included by the Government of India under the 

Swadesh Darshan 2.0 scheme. Punaura Dham in the Sitamarhi District of Bihar has 

been selected for development under the PRASHAD Scheme of the Government of 

India.  

 The government of India launched the Swadesh Darshan scheme in 2014-15 for the integrated 

development of theme - based tourist circuits. 
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Rajasthan Government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Rajasthan Government has announced to provide 12 LPG cylinders per year to the 

poor families at Rs 500 per cylinder from 1 April 2023. Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok 

Gehlot announced this at the Bharat Jodo Yatra in Alwar on 19 December 2022.  

 'Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana' (PMUY) was launched by the Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi on 1 May 2016 in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh. 
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Tamil Nadu government:  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5)  

 The Tamil Nadu government has announced that all those who are eligible for benefits 

under various government schemes will have to submit proof of having an Aadhaar 

number. 

 As per the order, Aadhaar is mandatory for government employees, pensioners and 

beneficiaries of various schemes implemented by the state government. Governor-Ravindra 

Narayan Ravi. Chief Minister- M.K.Stalin. 
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Earth-free magnets: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Scientists fabricate rare earth-free magnets. Rare-earth magnets are strong permanent 

magnets made from alloys of rare-earth elements.  

 Developed in the 1970s and 1980s, rare-earth magnets are the strongest type of permanent 

magnets made, producing significantly stronger magnetic fields than other types such as 

ferrite or alnico magnets.  

 The magnetic field typically produced by rare - earth magnets can exceed 1.2 teslas. 
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Elon Musk: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 Billionaire Elon Musk will step down as chief executive of Twitter Inc once he finds a 

replacement, but will still run some key divisions of the social media platform.  

 This is the first time Musk has mentioned stepping down as chief of the social media 

platform. Twitter, Inc. is an American social media company based in San Francisco, 

California. 
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Fencing Championship 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5)  

 J & K Lt Governor Manoj Sinha declared the All India Inter-University Fencing 

Championship 2022-23 open at Jammu University on 20 December 2022. More than 1000 

fencers from 100 Universities across India are participating in the event.  

 During the event, Lt Governor also released the Competition Mascot and departmental 

calendar of the Directorate of Sports & Physical Education, University of Jammu. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Prosecuting Trump: 

 The unanimous decision by the House committee investigating the January 6 attack on the 

U.S. Capitol to refer Donald Trump to the Justice Department for four potential criminal 

charges is a setback for the former President, who has announced his re-election bid for 2024, 

and could turn U.S. politics more turbulent.  

 The committee, appointed by the outgoing Democrats-controlled House and made up of seven 

Democrats and two Republicans, alleges that Mr. Trump disseminated false allegations about 

the 2020 election results and provoked his supporters to launch violence.  

 It recommended Mr. Trump’s prosecution for incitement of an insurrection; conspiracy to 

defraud the country; obstruction of an official proceeding of Congress (handover of power), 

and conspiracy to make false statements. Mr. Trump’s troubles are only growing. Earlier this 

month, the Trump Organization, his family business, was convicted of criminal tax fraud. The 

FBI is probing Mr. Trump’s handling of classified documents. 

 In Georgia, Mr. Trump and his aides are under investigation for allegedly trying to overturn 

election results. Besides, the Justice Department has appointed a special counsel, Jack Smith, 

to investigate the January 6 riots and Mr. Trump’s alleged role in it.  
 The House committee’s criminal referral does not have any legal weight as Congress cannot 

interfere with the Justice Department’s decisions. Attorney-General Merrick Garland can 

make an independent assessment of the referral and the evidence cited in the panel’s report 

and then take a decision.  

 There is no doubt that Mr. Trump’s response to the January 6 riots was utterly unpresidential 

and gravely irresponsible. The committee found that he was in the Oval Office watching the 

riot on the TV, and refused to issue a statement asking his supporters to disperse.  

 While this behaviour, along with his refusal to immediately accept the election results, makes 

him morally incapacitated to hold the high office again, the question before Mr. Garland is of 

having enough evidence to prosecute Mr. Trump. On the other side, the former President, 
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who still commands a loyal base, would use the criminal referral by a Democrats-majority 

committee as a partisan “witch hunt”, deepening the political cleavage in American society.  

 Prosecuting a former President who is running again (probably against the incumbent) would 

set a precedent with deep ramifications. Given that getting a conviction would require a 

unanimous jury, any move to indict Mr. Trump without sufficient evidence could be counter-

productive.  

 That is why the referral is a double-edged sword. Perhaps Mr. Garland should wait for the 

Justice Department’s own probe into January 6 before taking a final call on how he should 

deal with the Trump problem. 

Fluid boundaries: 

 The dispute between Karnataka and Maharashtra over areas that both States claim to be theirs 

has become nasty and noisy in recent weeks, even leading to violence. Karnataka Chief 

Minister Basavaraj Bommai and Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis — 

both from the BJP — have crossed swords publicly.  

 Campaigners for the merger of Karnataka’s Marathi-speaking areas with Maharashtra upped 

the ante this week by organising a conference in Belgaum. Maharashtra politicians wanted to 

attend it but were stopped by the police, leading to a flare-up, possibly as intended by the 

invitees and the organisers.  

 Karnataka’s practice, since 2006, of holding the winter session of the Assembly in Belgaum, 

is itself an assertion of its authority over the place. Recently, Mr. Bommai reiterated 

Karnataka’s claim over 48 villages of Sangli in Maharashtra, drawing a sharp rebuttal.  

 With exchanges getting increasingly provocative, Union Home Minister Amit Shah has told 

the Chief Ministers to dial down the rhetoric and wait for the Supreme Court to adjudicate the 

matter.  

 The Court is seized of the matter, but it can only do so much as the underlying factors that 

originated along with the 1956 linguistic reorganisation of Indian States are not easily 

amenable to technical and legal solutions.  
 Carving out political units that neatly correspond with various linguistic groups is impossible 

in India. As a result, almost all States have linguistic minorities that are accorded special 

rights.  

 The Maharashtra-Karnataka row fundamentally arises out of a lack of appreciation of that 

reality. In 1957, Maharashtra claimed 814 villages and the three urban settlements of 

Belagavi, Karwar and Nippani in Karnataka; Karnataka not only rebuffed Maharashtra’s 

claims but also began to claim areas in Kolhapur, Sholapur and Sangli districts in 

Maharashtra.  

 Elsewhere, Maharashtra and Telangana are caught in a dispute across their border, in 

Chandrapur and Asifabad districts, respectively. Reports of populations wanting to have their 

places shift from one State to another have emerged in recent weeks. In the Northeast, some 

boundary disputes between States have cost lives.  

 It is wise to defer to the Court’s decision on any dispute, but harmony can be achieved only 

through embracing and promoting a political culture that is respectful of diversity that cannot 

be neatly demarcated.  

 Fluid political and cultural boundaries criss-cross the landscape of India. If new fires are lit 

through divisive politics, the judiciary can do very little. That will be a double engine failure. 
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