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October 8 , 2022 

AIIA & AIST: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The All India Institute of Ayurveda ( AIIA ) and the National Institute of Advanced 

Industrial Science and Technology ( AIST ) , Japan have signed an MoU.  

 The MoU will enable both countries to promote research collaboration and building capacities 

in the field of the Indian Ayurvedic system of traditional medicines.  

 AIST is a reputed and one of the largest public research organizations in Japan. 

 

Percentage of girls getting married: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Jharkhand has the highest percentage of underage girls getting married. According to the 

latest demographic sample survey by the Union Home Ministry , the percentage of girls 

getting married before attaining majority is as high as 5.8 in Jharkhand.  

 In West Bengal too , more than half of the women are married before attaining the age of 21 

years in the state. 
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Assam Cabinet: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 In order to protect consumers from a price increase in the fiscal year 2022-2023 and 

avoid raising rates , the Assam cabinet has decided to extend a power purchase subsidy 

of 190 crore to a state - owned utility.  

 The cabinet approved the proposal to give the subsidy to Assam Power Distribution Company 

Ltd. ( APDCL ) during a meeting , which was chaired by Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 

Sarma. 
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Indian Air Force Day : 8th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 India observes Air Force Day on 8th October annually to mark the establishment of the 

Air Force in India. The Indian Air Force ( IAF ) was established in the country on 8th 

October 1932 , by the British Empire.  

 In 2022 , the IAF will celebrate its 90th Foundation Day with a spectacular parade and fly - 

past in Chandigarh on 8th Oct. Chief of the Air Staff : VR Chaudhari. 
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Micro category drone type certification: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Asteria Aerospace Ltd on 6th Oct 2022 received India's first micro category drone type 

certification for its indigenously designed A200 drone from the Directorate General of 

Civil Aviation ( DGCA ).  

 This drone has been developed for surveying and mapping applications in agriculture , 

construction and other industries. Drones with weights of 250gm to 2kg fall under the micro 

category of drones. 

 

IDBI Bank: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Central government & Life Insurance Corporation of India ( LIC ) have decided to 

sell off their 60.72 % stake in IDBI Bank.  
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 At present , these two own close to 94 % in IDBI Bank , of which the Centre has 45.48 % 

stake & LIC has 49.24 %.  

 As per the details , the Centre will divest a 30.48 % stake , while LIC will offload 30.24 %. 

This would be the first attempt to privatise a public sector bank in India. 

 

Smart Wire: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 ICICI Bank on 7th Oct 2022 announced the launch of an online solution named ' Smart 

Wire , to help its customers carry out SWIFT - based inward remittances in a faster and 

hassle - free manner.  

 ICICI Bank is the first bank in the country to introduce this faster online solution. It allows 

both NRIs and resident customers to undertake inward remittance transactions in an online 

and paperless way. 
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Haryana Government & Dubai Government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Haryana government has signed an MoU with the government of Dubai , for cooperation 

in various economic activities.  

 These activities include investment promotion and land development , industrial parks , 

IT parks , innovation centres and projects related to logistics in Haryana.  

 The MoU is expected to boost investment in Haryana . Haryana CM : Manohar Lal Khattar. 

Capital : Chandigarh. 
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Three all - woman battalions: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Uttar Pradesh government in Oct 2022 announced the formation of the state's first 

three all - woman battalions of the Provincial Armed Constabulary ( PAC ).  

 These three battalions are named after Rani Avantibai Lodhi , Uday Devi and Jhalkari Bai , 

who sacrificed their lives in the freedom struggle of India.  

 They are being established at Badaun , Lucknow and Gorakhpur. 
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Pethia dikhuensis: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 A team of researchers from Fazl Ali College , Mokokchung , has discovered a new fish 

species from the Dikhow river in Nagaland.  

 This new species has been named ' Pethia dikhuensis '. The genus Pethia are small sized - 

fishes ( 5-8 cm ) commonly called ' barbs'.  

 'Pethia dikhuensis ' is unique among all species of barbs because the male fish of this species 

have reddish - orange fins. 

 

European Union parliament: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The European Union parliament has passed a new law stating that all new smartphones 

, tablets and cameras will have a single standard charger.  

 This new law will be implemented from late 2024. It is expected to save at least 200 million 

euros ( $ 195 million ) per year and cut more than a thousand tonnes of EU electronic waste 

every year.  

 EU Member States : 27. Capital : Brussels , Belgium. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


TIA - CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 
 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

  
 
 

9 9 

 

World Smile Day : 7th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 World Smile Day is observed on the first Friday of October every year .In the year 2022 , it 

was celebrated on 7th of October.  

 World Smile Day was first observed in 1999 by Harvey Ball. Harvey Ball was an artist from 

Massachusetts , US , who created the smiley face in 1963.  

 The theme of World Smile Day remains the same every year - ' Do an act of kindness . 

Help one person smile '. 
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Nobel Peace Prize: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Belarusian activist Ales Piliatsky has been awarded this year's Nobel Peace Prize for his 

continued struggle to protect human rights and democracy.  

 Also, the Nobel Peace Prize has been announced to the Group Memorial from Russia and the 

Center for Human Freedom from Ukraine. 
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Mallakhamb: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Indian indigenous sport Mallakhamb began at the 36th National Games on 7 October 

2022. Mallakhamba is the display of aerial yoga and wrestling grips with vertical 

stationary or hanging wooden pole performed by a gymnast.  

 The sport made its debut at the Khelo India University Games earlier this year where Madhya 

Pradesh bagged 12 medals including 5 gold , 5 silver and 2 bronze. 
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Pooja Patel: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 At the 36th National Games , Pooja Patel of Gujarat has become the first athlete to win 

gold in Yogasana.Pooja won the gold medal in the traditional Yogasana category.  

 Yogasana is one of the five sports to be played at the National Games in 2022 for the first 

time.  

 This Indian indigenous sport made its debut at the Khelo India University Games in early 

2022. 

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


TIA - CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 
 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

  
 
 

13 13 

 

Important Editorial Analysis: 

A synthetic Click: 

 The Nobel Prize for Chemistry has been awarded to Carolyn Bertozzi, Morten Meldal and 

Barry Sharpless, the last of whom features in a group of only five to have won the Prize 

twice.  

 The three chemists have been awarded for pioneering ‘click chemistry’ or getting molecules 

that wouldn’t normally bond together to do so in an efficient and uncomplicated manner. The 

‘click’ comes from an analogy Sharpless drew of molecules snapping together, like airline 

seatbelts fitting into their buckles.  

 Historically, chemistry has sought to imitate nature. From medicine to fertilizer, the chemist 

has sought to make synthetic products that mimic natural molecules. The artificial synthesis 

of indigo, instead of extraction from plants, had disastrous consequences for colonial India’s 

economy.  

 On the other hand, several molecules have been synthesised in ingenious ways to create drugs 

and medicines to kill bacteria and relieve pain. The flip side is that these processes are likely 

laborious, can create unwanted by-products, many toxic.  

 Often, the number of intermediary steps is so great and complicated that the desired result is 

usually too expensive to be useful. Sharpless began the conversation, almost immediately 

after winning his first Nobel Prize, of creating molecular building blocks — like Lego blocks 

— that could snap together quickly and efficiently.  

 The first breakthrough came when Meldal and Sharpless, independently of each other, 

discovered what has become the foundational stone of click chemistry, namely the copper 

catalysed azide-alkyne cycloaddition.  

 Two kinds of chemicals — azides and alkynes — react very efficiently when copper ions are 

added, Meldal discovered in his Copenhagen laboratory, and form a very stable structure 

called a triazole. Previous attempts to join azides and alkynes were cumbersome, but the trick 

this time was copper.  

http://www.transformiasacademy.com/


TIA - CURRENT AFFAIRS 

 
 

www.transformiasacademy.com 

  
 
 

14 14 

 From then on, if chemists wanted to link two different molecules, all that was required was to 

introduce an azide in one molecule and an alkyne in the other. They then snapped the 

molecules together with the help of some copper ions. This has now become an industry 

standard.  

 However, Bertozzi took click chemistry to a new dimension and showed that it could be used 

in living organisms. Copper is toxic to living cells, but she figured out a way to produce a 

copper-free click reaction, called the strain-promoted azide-alkyne cycloaddition, and showed 

it could be used to treat tumours. The awards demonstrate that it pays to rethink the 

fundamentals of a field and persevere at it for long enough to spark a revolution. 

Slow lane driving: 

 At the onset of 2022-23, the Indian economy was expected to grow anywhere between 7.2%, 

as per Reserve Bank of India projections, and 8.2%, as per the International Monetary Fund 

forecast, with major rating agencies and financial institutions pegging their projections in the 

middle.  

 Having bounced back 8.7% last year from a COVID-triggered nadir, the moderation in 

economic growth was not a big deal even as the ripple effects of the war in Europe had begun 

and inflation had been high since January.  

 By early September, the range of most forecasts shifted to 6.7%-7.7%. The RBI, Asian 

Development Bank, and Fitch Ratings have lowered their estimate to 7%. S&P Global 

Ratings retained its forecast at 7.3% and Moody’s Investors Service pared it to 7.6%, but both 

believe the emerging global slowdown will not derail the post-COVID recovery.  

 The outlook is not so benign any more, the World Bank has suggested, based on inputs as 

recent as the last week of September. From its initial expectation of 8% growth this year, 

which it cut to 7.5% in June, the Bank has laid out a gloomier outlook with growth of just 

6.5%, citing the worsening external environment. After the 13.5% expansion in the April-June 

quarter, high-frequency economic indicators point to a healthy uptick through August.  

 But growth appears to have stumbled a bit in September with goods exports contracting for 

the first time since February 2021 and imports growth also slowing sharply, signalling lower 

domestic demand.  

 The Bank’s latest forecast suggests a relative slowdown starting in the October-December 

quarter, with tighter global liquidity, higher inflation (oil prices are surging again after the 

OPEC meet) and rising interest rates denting domestic demand. At the same time, the demand 

for exports will shrink further and private investment will likely prefer to sit out this period of 

heightened uncertainty.  

 Private consumption, in particular, will be affected this year and next, the Bank has reckoned, 

especially as the pandemic’s scars on income and employment levels persist for rural and 

low-income households. As many as 56 million Indians may have slipped below the poverty 

line in 2020, it estimated.  

 The government has been gung-ho about “entering an era of robust growth”, but its decision 

to extend the pandemic-driven free foodgrains programme suggests it realises that not all 

actors of the economy have managed to get out of the woods yet. This realism should be 

reflected in other policy choices it makes too, tempering optimism with caution. 
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