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October 4 , 2022 

Sandeep Kumar Gupta: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Seasoned finance professional Sandeep Kumar Gupta on 3rd Oct 2022 took over as the 

chairman and managing director of GAIL ( India ) Ltd , the nation's largest gas 

company.  

 Gupta , who previously was Director ( Finance ) at Indian Oil Corporation , replaces Manoj 

Jain , who superannuated on 31st August 2022. Gupta will have a term till Feb 2026 . GAIL's 

natural gas pipeline network covers 21 states. 

 

Prosus NV: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Netherlands - based Prosus NV , the parent company of PayU Payments , on 3rd Oct 

2022 terminated the deal to acquire Indian payment aggregator Bill Desk after 

conditions on the deal were not met.  

 Announced on 31st Aug 2021 , this acquisition was to be India's 2nd - largest internet deal 

after Walmart acquired Flipkart in 2018. Founded in 2000 , BillDesk focuses on , accepting & 

collecting payments. 
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PhonePe: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Payments and financial services provider PhonePe has completed the process of moving 

its domicile from Singapore to India ahead of its plans to launch an initial public 

offering ( IPO ).  

 This means that all PhonePe Group businesses and entities are now wholly - owned by and 

consolidated under PhonePe Pvt Ltd India. PhonePe was founded in 2015. Owner : Flipkart. 

CEO : Sameer Nigam. 
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Dr. Anil Kumar: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Dr. Anil Kumar , Senior Scientist in ISRO , was elected as the Vice President of the 

International Astronautical Federation ( IAF ) during its Annual Conference held in 

Paris in September 2022.  

 Currently , Dr Kumar is working as Associate Director in ISRO. Founded in 1951 , the IAF is 

the world's leading space advocacy body with 433 members in 72 countries. IAF HQ : Paris , 

France President : Clay Mowry. 

 

'Pachrang Chola Pahar Sakhi Ri': 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Writer Dr Madhav Hada will be awarded the 32nd Bihari Puraskar for his 2015 literary 

criticism book ' Pachrang Chola Pahar Sakhi Ri' Named after famous Hindi poet Bihari 

Lal.  

 This award is given every year for an outstanding work published in the last 10 years by an 

author in Hindi or Rajasthani. It carries a cash prize of 2.5 lakh & a citation. Instituted by : 

KK Birla Foundation in 1991. 
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Telangana government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Telangana government has increased the reservation for scheduled tribes by 4 per 

cent , in the state's educational institutes and government services with immediate effect.  

 It has been increased from 6 per cent to 10 per cent. The demand to increase the ST 

reservation was put forth in a bill passed in the Telangana legislative assembly around six 

years ago. 

 

Chhattisgarh Government & Tata Technologies 

Ltd: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Chhattisgarh Government has signed an MoU with Tata Technologies Ltd to develop 

technical educational institutions ( polytechnics and ITIS ) into technological hubs.  

 Agricultural research and innovation centres in Chhattisgarh will also be upgraded , as per the 

MoU.  

 Under the agreement , 23 short - term technical courses will be started in the state by Tata 

Technologies. Chhattisgarh CM : Bhupesh Baghel. 
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Solar rooftop projects: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Uttar Pradesh government has decided to develop solar rooftop projects on 

government & semi - government buildings and offices in the state as part of its new 

renewable energy initiative.  

 The rooftop systems will be implemented as per the Uttar Pradesh Electricity Regulatory 

Authority ( UPERC ) Regulations , 2019. The scheme aims to reduce fossil fuel - based 

electricity and thereby , the carbon footprint. 

 

World Animal Day : 4th October: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Animal Day is celebrated every year on the 4th of October to raise awareness 

about improving the welfare standards of animals across the globe.  

 This day was selected in honour of the feast of Francis of Assisi , who was regarded as a 

patron saint of animals. This day was first celebrated in 1925 in Germany's Berlin city by 

Heinrich Zimmermann. 
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IACC: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Noted lawyer Lalit Bhasin has been appointed as the national president of Indian American 

Chambers of Commerce ( IACC ). Bhasin , before being elected to the post , was the 

executive vice president of IACC.  

 Bhasin is the 54th national president of IACC , which was set up in October 1968 and is 

headquartered in Mumbai. IACC Objective : to promote trade & commerce between 

India & the United States. 

 

World Space Week: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Space Week is an annual holiday observed from October 4 to 10 in over 95 

nations throughout the world.  

 World Space Week is officially defined as "an international celebration of science and 

technology, and their contribution to the betterment of the human condition". 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Love and Loss: 

 As tragic as the stampede in the Kanjuruhan Stadium, in East Java, Indonesia, that killed at 

least 125 people after a football game on Saturday night, was, the most telling comment on 

the incident was made by an injured survivor, who rightfully blamed the police for 

“dehumanising” the spectators.  

 When some spectators descended onto the pitch after the game and engaged in scuffles, the 

police over-reacted with the use of tear gas, leading the fans on the pitch and others to 

scamper to the nearest gate, only to find it closed, resulting in a crowd rush and asphyxiation.  

 This accident is reminiscent of other crowd-related tragedies such as the deaths of eight 

people in January 2022 during the Africa Cup of Nations in Cameroon, those of 74 spectators 

in Port Said, Egypt in 2012 and 97 Liverpool supporters at Hillsborough in Yorkshire, 

England in 1989.  

 In all three cases, the deaths were less the result of hooliganism and more to do with police 

incompetence and crowd control failure. FIFA, football’s governing body, has come up with a 

clear guideline on stadium safety — “no firearms or crowd control gas shall be carried or 

used” by police or stewards in charge of crowd control.  

 This guideline is not without reason. Policing of this kind is done to bring order when 

violence goes beyond control and descends into riots and there is little thought for public 

safety. 

 With stadiums being regulated and closed spaces, using firearms or tear gas for crowd control 

would only result in furthering chaos and threats to public safety. It is only apt that the 

Indonesian National Commission on Human Rights is planning to investigate the use of tear 

gas by the police and civil society organisations are asking for the organisers and police to be 

brought to trial.  
 With legions of passionate supporters across several countries, football is unquestionably the 

world’s most popular spectator sport, largely due to its simplicity and emphasis on skill and 

team work.  
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 But the flip side of spectator passion is that their tribal emotions for and against some teams 

or players overcome their appreciation of the abilities of the players or actual play. This false 

consciousness of identifying with the actual participants in a competitive game while merely 

being a spectator, is a key reason for the inflamed passions that come with the territory of 

spectator sports, which are also fanned by commercial and political interests.  

 While the blame for the deaths in Kanjuruhan should be on the police for overzealous crowd 

control, the recurrent nature of such tragedies should also make every sport fan introspect on 

the role of a spectator. It’s one thing to appreciate the beautiful game, it’s quite another if that 

appreciation turns into a fatal attraction. 

Making every drop count: 

 One of the most significant commitments of the Narendra Modi government is to ensure 

piped water to every rural household by 2024. Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, led by the 

Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation, 10.2 crore rural households, or about 53% of 

the eligible population, now have tap water access.  

 This, the Government claims, is a 37-percentage point rise from 2019 when the scheme was 

announced, where its stated aim is to ensure at least 55 litres per person per day of potable 

water to every rural household — which implies a mere connection does not suffice. The 

Government commissions annual surveys to evaluate the success of the scheme.  

 A recent audit, by a private agency, found that around 62% of rural households in India had 

fully functional tap water connections within their premises. A report of a Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on Water Resources in March, based on numbers provided by the nodal 

Jal Shakti Ministry, stated that 46% households had such fully functional tap water 

connections.  

 It is important to note that for the purposes of the survey, only 3% of rural households were 

surveyed by the agency for the updated numbers and so the margin of error may be 

substantial and subject to the way the survey was designed. If the numbers are accurate, 

however, this represents an impressive rise in potable, tap water accessibility and suggests 

that the mission is well on its way to meeting its 2024 target. The survey, however, revealed 

wide disparities in achievement.  

 Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh, Goa and Puducherry reported more than 80% of households 

with fully functional connections while less than half the households in Rajasthan, Kerala, 

Manipur, Tripura, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram and Sikkim had such connections. 

About 75% of households received water all days of the week, and only 8% just once a week. 

On average, households got water for three hours every day. Moreover, the report mentions a 

problem of chlorine contamination.  

 Though 93% of the water samples were reportedly free of bacteriological contamination, most 

of the anganwadi centres and schools had higher than the permissible range of residual 

chlorine.  

 The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the progress of the scheme but with the economy now 

close to pre-pandemic levels, it is likely that the challenges of labour and material have 

softened somewhat to aid the progress of the scheme. The Centre should liaise better with 

States that are falling behind in targets and ensure that the infrastructure created as part of the 

scheme is long lasting and not merely to meet election targets. 
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