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September 20, 2022 

World Bank & Punjab: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Bank has granted a loan of $ 150 mn to help Punjab in managing financial 

resources. It has a maturity period of 15 years.  

 There will be an initiative to introduce a performance - based grants system to encourage 

municipal corporations to improve service delivery. Under the second initiative , a pilot 

project will demonstrate 24x7 water supply in selected areas of Amritsar and Ludhiana. 

 

INS Ajay: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 INS Ajay was decommissioned on 19 Sept 2022 after rendering 32 years of glorious service 

to the nation.  

 It was commissioned on 24 January 1990 at Poti , Georgia and was part of the 23rd 

Patrol Vessel Squadron under the operational control of Flag Officer Commanding , 

Maharashtra Naval Area. 

 It participated in several naval operations including Op Talwar during Kargil War and Op 

Parakram in 2001. 
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Odisha government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Odisha government has approved a livelihood action plan worth Rs 261 crore for 

the regeneration of the coastal ecosystem and to enhance climate resilience among 

people living on the coast.  

 It has decided to implement this community - based action plan from the current year till 

2026-27. This was decided in the steering committee of the Integrated Coastal Management 

Society ( ICZMS ) meeting. 
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OneWeb: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 OneWeb has announced the arrival of 36 satellites at Satish Dhawan Space Centre ( 

SDSC- SHAR ) ahead of a planned launch from Sriharikota.  

 OneWeb has teamed up with New Space India Limited ( NSIL ) , the commercial arm of 

ISRO to facilitate the launch.  

 The launch will be the company's 14th overall and the satellites will be put into orbit by the 

heaviest ISRO rocket , the GSLV - MKIII. 

 

KKR and Hero Group: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 
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 American private equity firm KKR and Hero Group will invest $ 450 million in Hero 

Future Energies ( HFE ) , the renewable energy arm of Hero Group. This investment 

would help HFE expand its renewable energy capacity and capabilities.  

 International Finance Corporation ( IFC ) is also an investor in the company , along with 

Masdar , also known as Abu Dhabi Future Energy Co. 

 

First UT: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Andaman Nicobar Islands has become India's first UT to achieve a cent percent 

coverage of precautionary dose.  

 To date , more than 2,87,216 beneficiaries aged 18 have been vaccinated with a 

precautionary dose.  

 Corbevax along with Covishield have been administered as a precautionary dose in the 

islands. 
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Nagaland Prison Department: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Nagaland Prison Department has launched a Prison Staff Attendance App has been 

launched at the District Jail Kohima.  

 The mobile app was initiated by the State Prison Department in collaboration with 

Excellogics Technology Solution Private Limited.  

 It aims to provide a comprehensive attendance management system that can make processes 

hassle - free. 
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CM Da Haisi: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Manipur CM N. Biren Singh on 19 Sept 2022 launched a web portal named ' CM Da 

Haisi ' ( Inform to CM ) , to receive complaints & grievances from the general public.  

 The Public Grievances Redressal & Anti - Corruption Cell stationed at CM Secretariat will 

use this portal to redress the grievances of the public. Manipur Capital : Imphal. Governor : 

La . Ganesan. 
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We Care: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Delhi Lt. Governor VK Saxena on 17 Sept 2022 inaugurated " We Care " , a Delhi 

Police Community policing initiative . 

 The aim of this initiative is to spread awareness among people about different schemes and 

initiatives of the Delhi Police. 

 Under the ' We Care ' initiative , all DCPs will hold community policing activities in their 

respective areas on every Saturday & Sunday for the next 3 months. 

 

Tamil Nadu & Meghalaya: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 Tamil Nadu's health department on 19 Sept 2022 signed an MoU with the state of 

Meghalaya for capacity building in healthcare services. The MoU was signed by TN 

health minister Ma Subramanian and his Meghalaya counterpart James P K Sangma.  

 Under this MoU , healthcare providers from Tamil Nadu will train doctors and nurses in 

Meghalaya to run tertiary care maternity centres. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

The best of four: 

 Bajrang Punia, one of the most decorated Indian wrestlers, collected an unprecedented fourth 

World championships medal, a bronze in Belgrade. He reiterated his superstar status in the 

challenging 65kg weight category.  

 Punia had claimed a bronze in 60kg as his first Worlds medal in 2013 and took five more 

years to land his second, a silver in 65kg. Since Udey Chand opened the country’s account in 

the World championships in 1961, no Indian had secured two medals. After Punia, Vinesh 

Phogat became the second from the country to do so this year.  

 Punia grew in stature when he bagged a third Worlds medal, another bronze, in 2019 and 

defied a knee injury to claim an Olympics bronze in Tokyo last year. His latest feat, which 

was achieved in spite of an impediment, was similar to his performance in the Olympics. It 

spoke about the champion wrestler’s ability to overcome odds.  

 After struggling with injuries that resulted in his indifferent form in the last one year, he 

displayed grit to get back to his usual attacking game. This year he took his second 

consecutive Commonwealth Games title, but needed to reassure himself by securing an eye-

catching result on a bigger platform.  

 However, his journey in the Belgrade World championships was hindered early as he picked 

up a head injury in his first fight in the pre-quarterfinals. He lost to Yianni (John) 

Diakomihalis in the quarterfinals but got a lifeline when the American entered the final.  
 Even though a bandage around his head affected Punia’s focus, the 28-year-old held his nerve 

and fought his heart out to erase massive deficits in repechage and bronze medal contests. His 

spectacular bronze medal bout, in which he came back from 0-6 to record a narrow win over 
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Pan-American silver medallist Sebastian Rivera of Puerto Rico, will rank high among the all-

time sensational fights put up by an Indian wrestler at the elite level.  

 The performance at Belgrade is a testament of his adaptability, consistency and longevity, and 

should serve as a confidence-booster in the run-up to his Asian Games title defence next year 

and his quest for an Olympic gold in 2024. Punia relied on his exemplary discipline, hard 

work and endurance to graduate from being a junior sparring partner of Olympic medallist 

Yogeshwar Dutt at Delhi’s Chhatrasal Stadium to become a world beater.  

 Now he needs to work on his vulnerable leg defence and slower attacking moves to prepare 

for the bigger tests ahead. Besides, the 28-year-old would do a world of good to himself by 

participating in select competitions and preserving his energy for the major events. 

Knowing the killer: 

 Sentencing after conviction is a knotty problem in cases relating to capital offences. Trial 

judges are called upon to make a decision on whether only a death sentence will meet the 

ends of justice, or a life term will be enough.  

 As a salutary norm, the Supreme Court has laid down that the death penalty can be imposed 

only in the “rarest of rare” cases. Subsequent judgments have sought to buttress this principle 

by holding that the gruesome nature of the offence may not be the sole criterion to decide 

what brings it under the ‘rarest of rare’ category.  

 The offender, his socio-economic background and his state of mind are also key factors in this 

regard. In practice, the sentencing part of the trial takes place after the court records a 

conviction. It is often done on the same day as the verdict, with only some limited arguments 

being heard on ‘mitigating circumstances’ from the convict’s side and on the ‘aggravating 

circumstances’ from the prosecution.  

 The latest order of a three-judge Bench, referring to a Constitution Bench the issue of 

granting a meaningful opportunity to convicts on the question of sentence, is a big stride in 

humanising the sentencing process.  
 Same-day sentencing has been upheld by several judgments, with the Supreme Court often 

saying where a meaningful opportunity has been given to the convict to present mitigating 

factors, the mere fact that death was awarded on the same day would not vitiate the sentence. 

Some High Courts have given a chance to convicts to present mitigating factors so that the 

inadequacy of the sentencing process in the trial court does not matter.  

 Present thinking, however, is veering towards the view that courts must elicit reports from the 

jail authorities, probation officers and even trained psychologists to assess the mitigating 

factors in favour of not imposing the death penalty.  

 In its referral order, the Bench has also raised the question as to the stage at which mitigating 

factors are to be presented. It has noted that the scales are tilted against the convicts now, as it 

is only after conviction that they are able to speak about mitigating circumstances. The 

prosecution, on the other hand, presents its case from the beginning on how heinous the crime 

was, and how much the accused deserved maximum punishment.  

 The Constitution Bench may come up with new guidelines under which the trial courts 

themselves can hold a comprehensive investigation into factors related to the upbringing, 

education and socio-economic conditions of an offender before deciding the punishment.  

 The legal and moral dilemma of sending someone to the gallows, of course, will subsist only 

as long as the death penalty remains on the statute book. 
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