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Raktdaan Amrit Mahotsav: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya on 17 Sept 2022 launched a 15 - day blood 

donation drive on the occasion of PM Modi's birthday.  

 This drive has been called the ' Raktdaan Amrit Mahotsav ' which will continue till 1 

Oct 2022 which is also National Voluntary Blood Donation Day. Over 87,000 people 

donated blood on the first day of the blood donation drive , which is a " world record ". 

 

UNGA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 External Affairs Minister Dr S. Jaishankar will visit the US from 18th to 28th Sept 2022 to 

participate in the 77th Session of the United Nations General Assembly ( UNGA ).  

 He will address the High - Level Session of the 77th UNGA on 24th September. The 

theme of the 77th UNGA is " A Watershed Moment : Transformative Solutions to 

Interlocking Challenges ". 
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Global Crypto Adoption Index: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India with an index score of 0.663 , stood at 4th in the 2022 Global Crypto Adoption 

Index. Vietnam is ranked first with an overall index ranking 1.000. In the 2021 edition 

of the index , India had stood at the second position , just behind Vietnam.  

 This index , published by crypto analysis firm Chainalysis , tracks countries adopting 

cryptocurrencies or investing in digital assets. 
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IndusInd Bank: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 IndusInd Bank has re - appointed Sumant Kathpalia as managing director and chief 

executive officer of the bank for three years with effect from March 24 , 2023. 

 Prior to joining IndusInd Bank , Kathpalia had stints with Citibank , Bank of America and 

ABN Amro. IndusInd Bank HQ : Mumbai. Founder : S. P. Hinduja. Founded : 1994. 

 
SCO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The rotational presidency of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization ( SCO ) was 

handed over to India in Samarkand , Uzbekistan on 16 September 2022. India will hold 

the presidency of the grouping for a year until September 2023.  

 The next meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of State will be held in 2023 in India. Iran 

will also become a permanent member of SCO in 2023 under the presidency of India. 
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World Bamboo Day : 18 September: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Bamboo Day is celebrated every year on September 18. This day is celebrated 

globally to spread awareness about bamboo conservation & to promote the global 

bamboo industry. The bamboo plant is known for being one of the fastest - growing 

plants in the world. 

 After China , India is the second largest cultivator of bamboo in the entire world. World 

Bamboo Day was first celebrated in 2009. 
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Rashid-2: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 The Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre ( MBRSC ) of the UAE and the China 

National Space Agency ( CNSA ) have signed an MoU to work together on the UAE's 

moon missions. This agreement marks the first joint space project between the two 

countries.  

 Under the project , the UAE will develop a rover named Rashid - 2 & China will help it with 

the landing , data transmission , observation , and control. 
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Pranav Anand: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 15 - year - old Pranav Anand has become India's 76th Grandmaster ( GM ). He achieved 

this feat after crossing the 2,500 Elo mark in the ongoing World Youth Chess 

Championship in Romania on 15 Sept 2022.  

 In July 2021 , 12 - year - old Abhimanyu Mishra of US became the world's youngest chess 

Grandmaster. 
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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Crisis in Caucasus: 

 The violent border clashes between Armenia and Azerbaijan have raised fears of another war 

in the Caucasus. The countries had fought a disastrous weeks-long war in 2020 over the 

disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region in which Azerbaijan made gains before Russia forced a 

ceasefire.  

 Tensions remained with the occasional flare-ups, but Tuesday’s clashes were the deadliest 

since 2020. Armenia and Azerbaijan have accused each other of provocation, but the fighting, 

as per initial reports, took place on the Armenian side and Armenia took heavier casualties.  

 It may not be a coincidence that the crisis broke out at a time when Russia, Armenia’s 

security ally, has been struggling to hold its gains in Ukraine. Armenia is a member of the 

Russia-led Collective Security Treaty Organisation, whose NATO-like charter stipulates that 

an attack against one member could be treated as an attack against all.  

 Armenia had turned to Russia for help, but Moscow’s response was rather cautious — it 

called for de-escalation and claimed that it had brokered another ceasefire. The dispute over 

Nagorno-Karabakh goes back to the pre-Soviet era. When the Soviet Union was formed, the 

Armenian majority enclave became part of the Azerbaijan Soviet Republic.  

 When the Soviet Union collapsed and Armenia and Azerbaijan became independent 

republics, the clashes resurfaced. Armenian rebels in Nagorno-Karabakh fought off the Azeri 

forces and joined Armenia. But Azerbaijan never gave up its claims; nor did the two countries 

reach any peace agreement over the enclave.  

 Unlike in the 1990s, Azerbaijan now looks economically and politically stronger. In the 2020 

conflict, it got military and diplomatic assistance from Turkey while Russia was reluctant to 

get dragged into the conflict on behalf of Armenia.  

 Now, Russia’s ability to project power in its neighbourhood appears to be further limited on 

account of Ukraine. On the other side, gas-rich Azerbaijan, which still has the backing of 

Turkey, is being courted by the EU for increased gas supplies. These regional developments 

seem to have emboldened Azerbaijan.  

 But its ambition could be costly for everyone. Russia will find it difficult to retain its 

influence in Central Asia and Caucasus if it continues to ignore Armenia. At the same time, 

getting dragged into another battlefront would be challenging. A conflict in the Caucasus 

would further destabilise the global energy markets, hurting all economies, particularly 

energy-starved Europe.  

 For Turkey, which is trying to balance between Russia and the West over Ukraine, another 

war in its neighbourhood would further complicate its foreign policy choices. The last thing 

the world needs now is another war. So, all sides should enforce a lasting ceasefire between 

Armenia and Azerbaijan and ensure calm in the troubled mountains of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

 

 


