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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 
September 17 , 2022 

Vaccine candidate for tuberculosis: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Researchers from the IISc have designed a new method to deliver a vaccine candidate for 

tuberculosis ( TB ). They have used spherical vesicles secreted by bacteria coated on gold 

nanoparticles which can then be delivered to immune cells. 

 The only effective vaccine currently in use against TB is the BCG vaccine which works well 

in children but it is not as effective at protecting adults. 

 

USAID & UNICEF: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The US Agency for International Development ( USAID ) and UNICEF on 16 Sept 2022 

launched the Doordarshan and YouTube series titled ' Door Se Namaste ' in New Delhi.  

 It is a fictional Hindi series developed in an educational format highlighting the challenges of 

a post - pandemic world and promoting the adoption of healthy behaviour and practices . 

USAID HQ : Washington. UNICEF HQ : New York. 
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Lithium cell: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 MoS for Electronics & Information Technology , Rajeev Chandrasekhar on 16 Sept 

2022 launched the pre - production run of India's first lithium cell manufacturing 

facility at Tirupati , Andhra Pradesh.  

 This state - of - the - art facility has been set up by Chennai - based Munoth Industries Ltd 

with an outlay of Rs165 crores. Currently , India imports lithium - ion cells primarily from 

China & South Korea. 
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Knight of the legion honour: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Prominent Indian scientist & Vice Chairperson of Piramal Group Swati Piramal has 

been conferred with the France's top civilian honour ' Knight of the Legion of Honour '.  

 She has been conferred for her contributions in the fields of business , science , & towards 

strengthening Indo - French ties. In 2006 , she was also awarded the Knight of the Order of 

Merit , France's 2nd highest civilian honour. 
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Al - powered digital voice agent: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 ICICI Lombard has launched an Al - powered digital voice agent in collaboration with 

Skit.ai , an Al - based voice automation platform.  

 This voice agent will help in simplifying the complex process of seeking claim status while 

focusing on customer experience. 

 It will also reduce the average call handling time & improve call containment rates. ICICI 

Lombard HQ : Mumbai. 
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IICA & IIM: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs ( IICA ) and Indian Institute of Management ( 

IIM ) Jammu , signed an MoU on 16 September 2022.  

 Objective : to collaborate on offering long - term joint courses and award degrees on issues of 

business management & corporate affairs.  

 IICA is a central civil service training institute & it comes under the Ministry of Corporate 

Affairs , Govt of India . Founded : 2012. 
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IISc & Shell India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Indian Institute of Science ( IISc ) and Shell India have entered into a partnership to 

promote research and development in the areas of energy and the environment. The 

partnership will focus on reducing Green House Gas emissions and promoting 

decarbonisation.  

 This partnership also envisages developing India - focused solutions to meet the energy 

transition needs outlined by the Government of India. 
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Telangana Government: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 The Telangana government has announced naming the newly - built state secretariat complex 

after Dr BR Ambedkar. The seven - storey Secretariat building with a built - up area of seven 

lakh square feet is being built at a cost of Rs 650 crore. 
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Maharaja Hari Singh: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Jammu and Kashmir Govt has decided to declare Maharaja Hari Singh's birth anniversary , 

September 23 as a public holiday. The announcement to his effort was made by J & K 

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha on 16 Sept 2022.  

 Maharaja Hari Singh was the last ruling Maharaja of the princely state of Jammu and 

Kashmir. He signed the instrument of accession with India on October 26 , 1947. 
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World Patient Safety Day : 17 September: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 World Patient Safety Day is observed on September 17 every year across the world. Aim : to 

raise global awareness about patient safety and to encourage individuals to demonstrate their 

commitment to making healthcare safer.  

 This day was established in 2019 by the 72nd World Health Assembly. World Health 

Assembly is the decision - making body of WHO. 2022 theme : " Medication without 

Harm ". 
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Important editorial Analysis: 

The oppressor’s wrong: 

 “Who breaks a butterfly upon a wheel?” asked Alexander Pope, wondering if strong means 

were needed to beat a petty adversary. The Madurai Bench of the Madras High Court has 

taken a sledgehammer to deal with YouTuber and blogger ‘Savukku’ A. Shankar, and 

sentenced him to a six-month jail term for some Tweets targeting the judiciary.  

 As political commentary goes, his style of presenting his views is indeed quite trenchant. 

With a know-it-all air, he goes about giving purported background material, insinuating deals 

and designs behind developments, often without substantiation.  

 It is no surprise then that he got into trouble. In his defence in the suo motu contempt 

proceedings, Mr. Shankar said his comments were aimed at questioning the under-

representation of Dalits in the judiciary, and the excess representation to Brahmins, and that 

taken as a whole, his comments were aimed at improving the system.  

 The court would have none of it, and deemed his comments contumacious. It noted that he 

expressed no regret or repentance, but affirmed that he would continue to speak about the 

judiciary after his release even if sent to prison.  

 Even though Mr. Shankar made a personal insinuation against Justice Swaminathan, what 

really counted was his sweeping charge against the entire judiciary. This could have been 

dealt with by the Principal Bench in Chennai as the allegation was general in nature, but, 

unfortunately, it was posted before a Bench headed by Justice Swaminathan, who was the 

judge aggrieved by the earlier Tweet.  
 The purported logic behind courts retaining the power to punish for contempt is to save the 

institution from scurrilous attack so that the public does not lose its faith and trust in the 

judiciary. However, recent experience, as well as public criticism by former judges and legal 

luminaries, shows that the principal source of public disenchantment with the judiciary is the 

conduct of courts and judges.  

 In 2018, four judges of the Supreme Court publicly accused the Chief Justice of India of 

misusing his power as Master of the Roster to influence the outcome of cases. Can there be 

anything more scandalising to the judiciary?. 

 Former judges and lawyers routinely pen articles questioning the commitment of the apex 

court to issues of personal liberty and even hint at complicity and cravenness before the 

executive. Is there any point in going after laymen voicing their disenchantment with judicial 

wrongdoing?  

 Criminal contempt is usually closed either by the court’s tolerance or the contemnor’s 

remorse, but, regrettably, neither happened in this case. If the court viewing any display of 

magnanimity as a sign of weakness is the ‘oppressor’s wrong’, the defendant refusing to 

express regret is the ‘proud man’s contumely’.  

 In truth, any conviction for criminal contempt is unwarranted, for nothing can really 

scandalise a court peopled by judges of integrity or save the image of a compromised 

institution comprising tainted individuals. 

Eat and learn: 

 Sometimes the ability of a government to find resources for a good scheme is only limited by 

its intent. The Tamil Nadu government’s launch of the free breakfast scheme for 
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schoolchildren is an instance of a policy initiative with far-reaching consequences for school 

education and public health.  

 As Chief Minister M.K. Stalin himself said at the launch of the scheme, provision of free 

breakfast is not a freebie, but the foremost duty of a government to ensure no child goes 

hungry. Mr. Stalin framed his words and deeds from the promontory of the progressive 

Dravidian model, which promises inclusive growth for all segments of the population.  

 A key element is the welfare of children, which explains Tamil Nadu’s early emphasis on 

feeding children in schools. The importance of a daily breakfast as the most important meal of 

the day is widely acknowledged.  

 Multiple studies across the globe indicate that eating breakfast regularly confers positive 

outcomes on students, affecting their ability to focus, learn and retain information positively. 

School performance improves, as do behaviour and cognition, but a regular breakfast also 

takes care of diet quality, micronutrient sufficiency, anaemia and height and weight issues in 

children, and is even believed to sculpt BMI scores for the future.  

 The government has targeted providing schoolchildren an average of 293 calories and an 

average protein input of 9.85 gm per day. The mid-day meal that is already being provided to 

students in schools comes up to an average of 553 calories and 18 gm of protein, giving every 

student who takes the food supplied in school about 846 cal and nearly 28 gm of protein a 

day.  

 The Centre’s midday meal guidelines prescribe between 450-700 cals per child per day, and a 

protein intake of 12-20 gm per day. While the proposed menu for the Tamil Nadu 

government’s breakfast scheme will take care of hunger, the calorific, energy and 

micronutrient requirements of the children, with a diet rich in local preparations and 

vegetables, it also has to provide adequate attention to taste and quality parameters.  

 The government, rich with its experience of dealing with the mid-day meal scheme over 

several decades, must avoid the errors of omission and commission — including pilferage, 

poor quality of food, delays in sanctioning funds, and caste-related disruptions — that have 

been hurdles in its path earlier.  

 Other State governments would also do well to be inspired by Tamil Nadu, which has allowed 

its intent to triumph over the state of its finances, finding money to fund this very crucial 

aspect of nation building — ensuring the growth and development of children. 
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