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Important Editorial Analysis: 

Crowded at the top: 

 When a 17-year-old beats the five-time World champion and strongest chess player of all 

time in three games in a row, it is bound to attract attention. R. Praggnanandhaa did that at 

Miami on Sunday, the final day of the FTX Crypto Cup.  

 His stunning victory over Magnus Carlsen, however, was not enough to win the tournament; 

he had to settle for the runner-up spot behind the Norwegian. But this is more than creditable, 

as all his seven rivals in the round-robin event had higher Fide ratings.  

 And it was not the first time that he was beating Carlsen, having scored wins in online 

tournaments earlier this year. The great show at Miami should no doubt be a huge morale-

booster for the Chennai lad. He had flown to Miami soon after helping India 2 win the bronze 

medal at the Chennai Chess Olympiad.  

 He was not the biggest star at Mamallapuram, though. His teammate, D. Gukesh, also from 

Chennai and also a teenager, had created a sensation at the Olympiad, posting eight wins on 

the trot. A few months earlier, it was yet another Indian teenager, Arjun Erigaisi, who was 

hitting the headlines.  
 Apart from Praggnanandhaa, Gukesh and Erigaisi, two other young Indians — Nihal Sarin 

and Raunak Sadhwani — had also come up with excellent performances at the Olympiad. 

Sadhwani then won the blitz title at the Abu Dhabi International Chess Festival, a few hours 

before Praggnanandhaa’s victory against Carlsen. 

 At the Masters section of the tournament, Sadhwani shared the second spot after five rounds 

with Erigaisi and Sarin, among others. As for Gukesh, he is busy improving his rating at the 

Turkish Chess Super League in Ankara. That all these hugely talented youngsters are making 

their Grand-masterly moves at the same time augurs well for Indian chess.  

 And there are a few more youngsters waiting in the wings, such as V. Pranav and Bharath 

Subramaniyam. Rarely has India threatened to take the world on, in any sport, with a group of 

promising teenagers. Viswanathan Anand, the man who began it all, may have been the lone 

Indian at the top, but his successors are likely to have company.  

 He is now mentoring the young Indians, who have acknowledged how much they have gained 

from working with him. These days, quality coaches, some of them Grandmasters, are 

available across the country. A strong domestic base, made possible by, among other things, 

parental support and the rise in the popularity of the game, promises even brighter days ahead 

for Indian chess. 

Factoring in the risk: 

 Monsoon rainfall over India is 8% more than what is usual for this time of the year. While 

this might bode well for agriculture in some regions, it also means floods and concentrated 

downpours with devastating consequences.  

 At least 25 people were killed over the weekend as torrential rains triggered flash floods and 

landslips in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Several arterial roads were blocked by 



    

www.transformiasacademy.com  
 
 

2 

August 23, 2022 TIA CURRENT AFFAIRS & ED 

EDEDEDedssededED 

  
  

  

debris, as currents washed away bridges and vehicles. The toll was higher in Himachal 

Pradesh with 21 killed and 12 injured.  

 At least six are missing due to chaos following the downpour. Mandi, Kangra and Chamba 

were the worst-affected districts in the State. While death and damage to property are the 

surface manifestation of these rains, there are a range of secondary effects with long-term 

downstream impact. Schools and transport facilities, for instance, are immediately put out of 

action, leading to loss of productive hours. Cattle and saplings are left to perish, which in turn 

destroys livelihoods, debilitates family finances and strains the finances of the state 

exchequer.  

 The monsoon compresses around 75% of India’s annual rainfall into four months and 

unevenly waters the country’s highly diverse terrain. It is, therefore, inevitable that some 

spots are far more vulnerable and bear a disproportionate impact of climate fury.  

 A recent report released by Himachal Pradesh’s Department of Environment, Science and 

Technology underlines that mountain areas are highly vulnerable to natural disasters, where 

development over the years has compounded the problem by upsetting the ecological balance 

of various physical processes.  
 While hill States such as Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand have certain unique challenges, 

the threats from the vagaries of climate are not unique to them. Monsoon rain patterns are 

being disrupted leading to a rise in cloudburst-like events as well as a rise in the frequency of 

high-energy cyclones and droughts.  

 One strategy adopted by the government has been to improve the system of early warning 

forecasts. The India Meteorological Department now provides fortnightly, weekly and even 

three-hourly weather forecasts to districts.  

 Within these are integrated warnings about flash floods and lightning. Not all of these are 

accurate and often, they are not provided early enough for authorities to prepare themselves. 

In recent years, improvements in early warnings for incoming cyclones have helped state 

agencies evacuate and rehabilitate the most vulnerable, but such success has not been 

observed for floods.  

 While the inherent risks of infrastructure development in hills and unstable terrain is well 

understood, these are often elided by authorities in the name of balancing the demands of the 

people for better infrastructure and services.  

 The increased risk and cost to such projects and infrastructure should be factored in when 

they are tendered out by the government, and scientific advice regarding development ought 

to be strictly adhered to. 

CISR: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 A first - of - its - kind , Composite Indoor Shooting Range ( CISR ) was inaugurated by Vice 

Admiral Biswajit Dasgupta at INS Karna , on 18 August 2022 .  

 The CISR is a state - of - the - art , self - contained , 25 m , six lane , live firing range for 

all primary and secondary weapons in the Navy .  
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 INS Karna is the first in the Navy & the only military unit in the country to set up and use a 

facility of this kind. 

 

ADB & India: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The Asian Development Bank ( ADB ) and India have signed a $ 96.3 - million loan 

agreement . It has been signed to provide safe drinking water and improve water supply 

and sanitation services in Himachal Pradesh .  

 The project will strengthen the capacity of the Jal Shakti Vibhag of the Government of 

Himachal Pradesh and gram panchayat ( local government ) village water and sanitation 

committees. 
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Garba: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-5/5) 

 India has nominated the dance form Garba to be inscribed on UNESCO's intangible 

cultural heritage list . In 2021 , ' Durga Puja ' was included in the UNESCO intangible 

cultural heritage representative .  

 India was elected by UNESCO to serve on the distinguished Intergovernmental Committee of 

the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in July 2022. 
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Godrej Agrovet: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Godrej Agrovet has inked MoUs with Assam , Manipur and Tripura governments for 

development and promotion of oil palm cultivation under a central scheme .  

 Godrej Agrovet is the largest oil palm processor in India and works directly with farmers for 

the entire crop cycle .  

 It will be allotted land across the three states for promotion and development of sustainable 

palm oil plantations in the region. 
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IREDA & MAHAPREIT: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd. ( IREDA ) has signed an MoU with 

Mahatma Phule Renewable Energy and Infrastructure Technology Ltd. ( MAHAPREIT 

) . 

 IREDA will offer financing facilities to MAHAPREIT for the renewable energy projects to be 

implemented for state utilities , local bodies and the infrastructure of renewable energy parks. 

 

PM Narendra Modi: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 
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 PM Narendra Modi will visit Haryana and Punjab on Aug 24 , 2022 . He will inaugurate and 

dedicate two important health initiatives to the nation .  

 He will dedicate Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital and Research Centre to the nation , at 

Mullanpur , Mohali .  

 The hospital has been built at a cost of over 660 crore rupees by Tata Memorial Centre , an 

aided institute under Department of Atomic Energy. 

 

SIDBI & TPRMG: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 SIDBI has collaborated with TP Renewable Microgrid ( TPRMG ) , a subsidiary of Tata 

Power , to launch 1,000 green energy enterprises across the country .  

 The Government of India's vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat will be supported by this initiative 

as it will foster sustainable entrepreneurship models across the nation leading to 

empowerment of rural entrepreneurs . SIDBI Headquarters : Lucknow. 
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NII: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Senior scientist Debasisa Mohanty has been appointed as the director of the National Institute 

of Immunology ( NII ).  

 He is currently working as the staff scient with the NII .NII Founded : 1981 Founder 

Director : G.P. Talwar. 

 

Silk Mark Expo: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Minister of State for Textiles Darshana Jardosh on 22 August 2022 inaugurated the 

Silk Mark Expo in New Delhi .  

 It is being organised by the Silk Mark Organisation of India under Central Silk Board , 

Ministry of Textiles . 39 exhibitors from 12 states are participating in the expo .  

 Aim of the expo : to protect the interests of silk consumers and the stakeholders of the silk 

value chain. 
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Rajesh Verma: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Odisha cadre IAS officer Rajesh Verma has been appointed as the Secretary to 

President Droupadi Murmu. Verma is currently serving as Secretary , Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs & has also served as principal secretary to Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik .  

 Droupadi Murmu took oath as the 15th President of India on 25 July 2022. 

 

' Rashtriya Puruskar Portal ': 



    

www.transformiasacademy.com  
 
 

10 

August 23, 2022 TIA CURRENT AFFAIRS & ED 

EDEDEDedssededED 

  
  

  

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Union Government has launched the ' Rashtriya Puruskar Portal ' to bring together all the 

awards of the various Ministries of the government under one platform .  

 Aim : to facilitate citizens to nominate individuals / organizations for various awards 

instituted by the Government .  

 With this portal , for the first time , information regarding all national awards would be 

available on a single digital platform . 

 

Pulitzer prize 2022: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Bangladesh - born Fahmida Azim working for the Insider online magazine of US has 

been selected for the 2022 Pulitzer prize . She will be awarded under the category of 

Illustrated Reporting and Commentary . 

 She is among the four journalists of Insider , selected for their work on the Chinese 

oppression of the Uyghurs . The work ' l escaped a Chinese internment Camp ' has 

illustrations by her. 
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ONS: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 The United Kingdom has recorded its biggest fall in output in more than 300 years in 

2020 due to COVID - 19 pandemic , according to Office for National Statistics ( ONS ) . 

GDP fell by 11.0 per cent in 2020.  

 According to historical data hosted by the Bank of England , this was a bigger drop than any 

of the ONS's previous estimates and the largest fall since 1709 . 



    

www.transformiasacademy.com  
 
 

12 

August 23, 2022 TIA CURRENT AFFAIRS & ED 

EDEDEDedssededED 

  
  

  

 

Dixit Joshi: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Credit Suisse has hired Deutsche Bank's Dixit Joshi as Chief Financial Officer ( CFO ) and 

promoted Francesca McDonagh to chief operating officer . 

 Credit Suisse Group AG is a global investment bank and financial services firm 

headquartered in Zürich , Switzerland. 

 

India & Iran: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 



    

www.transformiasacademy.com  
 
 

13 

August 23, 2022 TIA CURRENT AFFAIRS & ED 

EDEDEDedssededED 

  
  

  

 India & Iran on 22 August 2022 signed an MoU in a bid to smoothen the movement of 

seafarers between the two countries . The MoU was signed between Union Minister of 

Ports & Shipping Sarbananda Sonowal & his Iranian counterpart Rostam Ghasemi .  

 Mr Sonowal is on a 4 - day visit to Iran to review the progress on the development of the 

Chabahar Port . Iran Capital : Tehran. President : Ebrahim Raisi. 

 

SCO: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation ( SCO ) 

Defence Ministers ' Meeting , which is set to take place on 24 August 2022 in Tashkent , 

Uzbekistan .  

 During the Annual Meeting , Defence Cooperation issues among the SCO Member States will 

be discussed . The SCO is a Eurasian political , economic and security organization . 

SCO Headquarters : Beijing , China. 
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PayXpert & NIPL: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 NPCI International Payments Limited ( NIPL ) has signed a MoU with PayXpert to 

internationalise the acceptance of its payment solutions in the UK . Both UPI and Rupay 

are payment systems under the umbrella of NPCI.  

 This collaboration will make the Indian payment solutions available in the UK on all 

PayXpert's android Point - of - Sale ( POS ) devices for in - store payments . NPCI 

Headquarters : Mumbai. 

 

US & South Korea: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-4/5) 

 US and South Korea have started joint military exercises. The military exercise named 

'Ulchi Freedom Shield' will be held till 1st of next month.  

 Thousands of soldiers including ships and artillery will participate in this war exercise. 
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Asian U - 18 Championship: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 

 Indian men's volleyball team won bronze medal in the 14th Asian U - 18 Championship 

in Tehran on 22 August 2022.  

 The Indian U - 18 team has qualified for the FIVB World U - 19 Men's Volleyball 

Championship . Japan clinched the gold after beating Iran in the final match. 

 

 

IOAA: 

(UPSC Prelims cum Mains Importance level-3/5) 
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 India secured the third rank in the medal tally at the 15th International Olympiad on 

Astronomy and Astrophysics ( IOAA ). India held the third position jointly with Singapore 

with students winning three gold and two silver medals .  

 Iran's official team with 5 gold medals secured the first position in the medal tally . The 15th 

IOAA was held in Kutaisi , Georgia , from 14 to 21 August 2022 . 

 


